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Preface

I began to reconsider the role of an academic after becoming in-
volved with the Center for the Advancement of Higher Education.
When I became a faculty member two decades ago, I believed that
the role of a faculty was to devote oneself to research during all
waking hours and that students would see this and understand this
to be what education is. However, it is now expected that the pur-
pose of university education is not only to train students to become
researchers but also to prepare students to be able to play an ac-
tive role in various fields in the world in the future. I sense that the
rapid expansion and diversification of university education have led
the society to question the role of academics.

The question is, do academics receive appropriate training to
teach? Those doctoral students who wish to pursue an academic
career still receive mainly research training at a research-intensive
university and become a faculty member without having the neces-
sary knowledge and skills.

In this context, the Tohoku University Center for the Advance-
ment of Higher Education was appointed as a Joint Educational De-
velopment Center by the Ministry of Education, Sports, Culture,
Science and Technology in 2010. We have been developing and of-
fering various professional development programs, carrying out re-
search, and undertaking various activities to enhance university
education in cooperation with universities overseas. One of our ac-
tivities is to publish a series of PD (professional development)
booklets covering topics suitable for academics in different career
stages. I hope you enjoy reading the series and your comments
and suggestions would be much appreciated.

Director, the Center for the Advancement of Higher Education

Akihiro Kijima



