Chapter Five : Frequently Asked Questions
FEL5E  JKHIEMEENE

For each question, a short answer will be given, followed by the
section where more information can be found in the Handbook.
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1. What is extensive reading?
ZHENIFTIMN?

Extensive reading is reading a lot of easy-to-understand interesting

material for pleasure and with a view to improving reading and

general language skills (Section 1.1).
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2. What books do students read?
FHIEAGERZFATNDDTIMN?

Students read easy books at their level. Within their level, they can

choose any book they like. Students move up levels as they read

more books (Section 2.1).
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3. Why do all students start by reading very easy books?
EDOLTINTOEENIERBICPS LWEANSTAIBH DD TI MY

Starting with very easy books ensures no student starts at too high
a level. Reading very easy content builds reading fluency, and very
able students can finish the lower levels extremely quickly (Section
2.1).
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4. How many books do students read?
FHEIFH< S WHETCDTITMN?

Students read as many books as they want to. The more they

read, the better the grade they will receive and the more they will

improve their reading and language skills. In order to pass the

course, students must read at least 100,000 words, probably be-

tween twenty and fifty short graded readers.
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5. What are grades based on?

RABISATHELEITMN?

Grades are mainly based on the weekly word counts and final total
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word count for the semester, but quality of book reports, atten-

dance, and other supplementary activities can have a positive or

negative effect on grades (Section 2.3).
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6. How do teachers know that students are actually reading?
FHEMBRKRIGICFHFEEL TVINE DNEHARIEE D> THET 2DTIM?

The short answer is that they don't know conclusively. Teachers
can look at various factors: student reporting forms, behavior in
class, answers to questions, and get an idea of whether students
are doing the reading they claim. The assessment is based on
trust. Although it may be possible for students to cheat their way
to a C grade, they should not be able to cheat and receive a higher
grade (Section 2.2).
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7. What do students and teachers do in class?
BRERCEECHAMIMZL TWNDIDTIMNT?

For 45-60 minutes students do sustained silent reading. During the
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rest of the time they do supplementary activities based on speak-
ing, listening, writing, or intensive reading. Teachers check student
work while students are reading, and conduct the class normally
during other activities (Section 3.3).
4635607 D, FHEIFFFRNEERFRZ L TWE T, RUDEBTAE—
Fo0, VAZVY, SAT 420, H2VEHEHRGEDHEEER =FE
[FITVWE T, HENIFEDHERICEFENSDREYZF T v I L, Fiz
LA DEEHRIREZMBICEDSLDICLET, (EF23233)

8. What do students think of extensive reading classes?
FHEEZFRECODVTE DB >TVWERIMN?

So far, student feedback has been extremely favorable. Students
enjoy reading at their level, get a real sense of achievement from
finishing books, find their reading speed, fluency, and stamina im-
proving, and consider the classes useful for developing their English
skills (Section 4.1).
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9. What problems have teachers had with extensive reading

classes?

So far, surprisingly few problems have been encountered. There

have been a few incidents of students submitting false information,
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plagiarizing book reports, occasional students losing their work, the

odd student that misunderstands the system at first, but nothing

serious has come up (all sections).
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10. What are the advantages of extensive reading for teachers,
students, and institutions?
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For teachers, extensive reading classes are an easy and time-
efficient way to give students a positive experience with English
and encourage them to become more independent in their studies.
For students, ER classes provide a chance to read for pleasure
while improving their reading and general English skills. For institu-
tions, ER classes provide an economical, cost- and time-efficient
way to improve their English programs that can also be leveraged
for PR activities. Everyone wins.
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