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6. PDR Curriculum

This is a standard 15-week curriculum using the PDR Method.

15 Week Curriculum

Student Tvpe of
Part | # Date Content Development YPEO
L Discussion
Objective
. Have students relax
Introduction / Supplementary
1 .. . and get to know
Activity 1 (Casual Conversation 1)
classmates
L.
Give students a clear
2 Introduction Discussion Model picture of what they Medium
need to do in class
3 Discussion 1 Light
4 Discussion 2 Have students get Light
I1. 5 Discussion 3 used to discussing and | Serious
writing reactions
Supplementary Activity 2
6 .
(Casual Conversation 2)
Discussion 4 Medium
8 Discussion 5 Have students improve | Light
L | o Discussion 6 their participationand | Serious
— writing
Supplementary Activity 3
10 .
(3 Problems in Your Country)
1 Discussion 7 Serious
12 Discussion 8 Have students Medium
. . consider their progress .
D M
v, |3 iscussion 9 and think about edium
14 Discussion 10 what makes a good Light
. Supplementary Activity 4 discussion topic
> (Final Homework Due)

In Part I the system by which discussions are done is explained and modelled. The course is
explained through the use of a Course Guide (Appendix 1) and a Topic Guide (Appendix 2). The
course is modelled through a Model Discussion (Appendix 3). These will be introduced in detail in

the Practice section (7).
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Following the introductory classes Parts II, III, and IV are sets of 3 or 4 discussions followed by a
supplementary activity (Appendix 6 and Appendix 7). Each of these is a self-contained unit within

the course. For longer or shorter courses the number of parts can be changed.

When planning the discussions the type of topic is considered. Very serious discussions (on death,
bullying, etc.) are best followed by less serious ones. A judicious mix of light (i.e. pop culture),

medium (education) and serious (nuclear accidents) is recommended.

The supplementary activities are generally planned to give the learners a speaking experience
which emphasizes more spontaneous speaking, and to break up the routine of preparing for
discussions. As off-the-cuff speaking is more difficult, the topics addressed are simpler than the ones

in the regular discussions.
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