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As well as the experience of teachers, it is useful to discuss the results of the PDR Method as
experienced by learners.

Learners feel the difference between studying English in high school and university. Learners are
able to build on their previous 6-7 years of English study and utilize all four skills: reading, writing,

listening, and speaking.
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2""-Year Law Learner

This class is the most interesting class I have ever had. I think to improve English skills I
have to do input and output. Almost classes need only input, but this is not. I can improve and
realize my English skill.

2""Year Law Learner (lived in America for 3-4 years when in elementary school)

This English class was very exciting for me, and it was the first English class that I have felt
like that. We do not have so many chances to speak English, so this class was a time that I could
show my ability, and get stimulated by other learners.

I had a really good time making a discussion with my friends, and the most enjoyable
discussion was about “Happiness and Success.” It was so funny to speak with both the super
positive person and the super negative person in this class. I enjoyed hearing their episodes,
which were very humorous. I also learned in this class that my classmates are studying very
positively about law. I thought that I should try to enjoy what I can learn whether I do not have
interest or not.

Until learning in this class I never knew that there are so many learners how can speak
English, and they are so eager to speak English. I got a lot of power from them, and I would like

to talk with them sometimes if I have a chance. I could also make some friends in this class,




which was the most happy thing.
2"-Year Law Learner

At first, I was negative about the discussion. Because I am not good at speaking English.
However, through this class, my opinion changed. Now, I am positive about the English
discussion and it is fun for me to discuss with other people.

I think my English skills were improved by this class. For example, speaking, listening, and
writing. Moreover, discussion skills also improved. So, in this class, I could get useful things for
the future.

2""-Year Medical Dept. Learner

This class was a little difficult for me because I forgot almost all English. So, it was hard to
write discussion sheets and reaction papers every week. It took many hours to finish. First, I
didn’t like this class. I couldn’t speak or write English well. I was ashamed of not being able to
do that well. But, in June, I notice that I could remember many English words which I learned
when I was a high school learner, so I enjoyed writing in English a little and I thought I wanted
to study English.

2""-Year Medical Dept. Learner

[ this English class, I improved my English skills, especially speaking and writing. I do not
usually speak English in my daily life and I needed to write a lot of sentences once a week, so it
was hard for me to write. But, I got used to it.

2"-Year Engineering Dept. Learner

Through this class, learners can realize the difficulty of talking English and difference
between speaking and talking, and goodness of talking English. In fact, there is a big hurdle
for beginning to talk with English, however, learners can start English dialogue from this
class. I would like this program to be in high school’s education program. I like this class very
much. We can also make friends through discussions. They will be a treasure. I am satisfied to
touch many kinds of discussions. Story that I don’t know in detail is difficult for me, but nice
experience. Thank you very much.

1”-Year Engineering Dept. Learner

In this class, I have to read, write, speak, and listen to English. At first, it is difficult for me to
write my idea speedily, but I gradually got to be able to do it in a short time. The most difficult
thing I had to do was write a reaction paper. I had to write my idea in 15 minutes, it is a short
time. However, I gradually got to be able to write many sentences and I was surprised at it.

1”-Year Engineering Dept. Learner

I think this discussion class is good. That’s because we can learn four skills of English which

are reading, writing, speaking, and listening. In high school, learning English is for only getting
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good scores on English tests. This will not enable us to use English. But, this class is different

from English class of high school.

1”-Year Engineering Dept. Learner

It was the most interesting class in this semester because we had to speak English all the time!
I love English very much so I enjoyed the discussion. However, I was worried to tell my opinions
to the learners in English for the first time of this class. I can listen and pronounce English well
but I cannot speak what I think in English so I made many efforts to tell it clearly, for example,
giving some gestures, look at the learners’ eyes, speak slowly and clearly. Finally, I could tell my
opinion without looking at my preparation sheet! I could get some skills of talking with many

people in this class.

1*-Year Literature Dept. Learner

I have done discussion for four months. I can’t believe this class has finished. When I began to
do discussion, I felt nervous because I couldn’t speak English very well and I didn’t like English.
However, [ began to like discussion and English through this class. It is hard for me to tell others
things in English, but it became fun for me to do.

The time when [ felt fun is third discussion. By original question, I could know more about
other classmates and made friends.

Through this class I could realize that I improved my English skill because I could tell them

in English gradually.

Learners become autonomous learners. They are able to talk about their personal
experiences, share their opinions and develop their general knowledge and critical
thinking ability. Please focus not on the fact that learners are using English, but on

the way they are using English to think about issues and express their opinions.
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2"°-Year Law Learner

My favorite topic is topic 3 “Death.” I often think why I was born, why I live, or how to die.
But, I wasn't able to say in public but only keep in memory. It was a good chance to be known
how I am by my classmates. And I dislike any topic. It was great time to discuss with my

classmates.




2"-Year Law Learner
I experienced hot discussion in this class. It was so good and exciting experience for me. We
don’t discuss these timely and difficult problems or topics usually. So, this class gave me a fresh
experience.
2""-Year Law Learner
We discuss many topics in this semester. The most interesting topic was body language.
Other topics were also interesting, but I choose this topic - body language. Through that topic,
I got new knowledge and understand what I couldn’t understand. And, I knew that we have
many body language.
2" -Year Law Learner
Through this class I improved my English skills. I can talk a long time in English. Each topic
was difficult and I tried to think in English and write English. Talking with friend, I discovered
other views. Discussion is the most efficient way to make my thoughts deep.
2""-Year Medical Dept. Learner
I was interested in “Happiness and Success” in discussion, because it told me many positive
things. The topic of “Death” was very difficult, because I don’t know anything about death.
2""-Year Medical Dept. Learner
I think this class requires much time for preparation. It is positive aspect and negative
aspect, because if there were no homework, our time for studying English is only class and our
English skill will not improve at all. But, for some difficult topics, I took 2 hours or more for my
preparation. It was a little hard for me. I like to watch TED and read the articles because I could
know so many new things! It is wonderful! So, I think this style is good and you must keep it. |
enjoyed discussing almost all the topics.
2"-Year Medical Dept. Learner
I enjoyed this English class very much. Watching many videos in English is difficult but I can
understand English more than before. And I talked about many problems with many learners in
English. So now, I don't feel fear of listening and talking in English with people. And this class
gave me various skills! Every week I thought of many problems, so I have much information
and many more ideas than 4 months ago. And I have communication skill more than before.
Especially I enjoyed talking about “Happiness and Success.”
1”-Year Engineering Dept. Learner
Thanks to this class, I improve my ability to speak, listen, write, and think in English very
much. [ want to go abroad to study chemistry so this discussion class is good for me in that I can
discuss in English with other people. Furthermore, I like talking in English and reading essays

in English more than before. Now, I often buy Reader’s Digest and read it. It is very interesting
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for me.

The most interesting topic for me is “Engineering Challenges” because I belong to the
department of Engineering. There will be many troubles in Japan. So, we should try to make a
difference. I want to study protein and help a large number of people who suffer from various
diseases.

1”-Year Literature Dept. Learner

First of all, I really enjoyed this class. I've never experienced this kind of class before and first,
[ suffered from a lot of preparations for this class, but those efforts made my English writing and
speaking skills improved. This discussion-style class was much more sophisticated and creative
than the other classes which my friends were in.

At first, almost all of the learners, including me, were not so good at telling their opinions to
others in English, but they gradually improved and now we can discuss many things actually in
English. This change was very impressive for me.

The discussion I enjoyed the most is the discussion about “beauty.” It was a very appropriate
topic for us to talk about. I heard so many interesting questions and answers.

I've been very lucky to be in this class. I'm sure that this discussion class improves our English
skills more than the other classes. I really want to continue this kind of training to improve my

English more.

Learners make friends and, as we discussed earlier, an atmosphere conducive to
collaborative learning becomes possible through PDR. (Z2B&RTHRIEBICKEDE
o TUT, IWEBDIMRNIEK D ICPDRXY v RIZFBER L ZHEUT T DEERMIS
BRZIEDET, )

2""-Year Medical Dept. Learner
Especially, it was precious to meet various learners. I could speak to many learners. I found a
learner who was born in the same area as me. I found a learner who worked in a similar place. It
was very fun.
2""-Year Medical Dept. Learner
In this class I also made a lot of friends. First, I cannot speak English naturally, but now, I
enjoy speaking English. It was my best English class. Thank you very much.
1st-Year Engineering Dept. Learner
I enjoyed this class. What is the most interesting for me was talking with my friends who I
don’t usually talk with. Through this class I made many new friends and it was the best thing for

me.




1"-Year Literature Dept. Learner
Through doing discussion in English this semester, I think I could make more friends because
it was difficult for us to speak English well, but we managed to do so. This experience made me
mentally stronger than I had been.
I'm so shy that I can'’t talk to someone. However, this class taught me that I can talk with

someone if [ try to.

Currently the PDR Method has only been used by six teachers at two universities, but we believe
that this method offers an exciting possibility for expanding English education at the tertiary level in
Japan.

If you have any questions or comments about the contents of this Handbook please let us know.
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