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1. Introduction perceived by audiences as being "well designed for the
audience”?

In an increasingly globalized world, online 2. Do Metaverse presentations elicit a greater
international collaborative learning, where learners "emotional investment" from audiences compared to
from diverse cultural backgrounds work together, is other multimedia?
becoming increasingly important [1]. Traditionally, 3. Do presentations using the Metaverse world
online conferencing tools have been the primary "capture the curiosity" of audiences more strongly than
medium, but they face challenges in maintaining other multimedia?
learner engagement and facilitating deep interactions 4. Do Metaverse presentations encourage more
through the screen [2]. "active engagement" from audiences compared to

To overcome these challenges, this research has other multimedia?
explored the use of the metaverse as a new educational
method [3]. The metaverse allows participants to share To answer these questions, this study hypothesizes
a 3D space through avatars, enabling more immersive and tests the following hypothesis: "The use of the
interactions. Previous research has demonstrated its Metaverse world in student-led presentations increases
educational benefits, reporting its effectiveness in audience engagement across all measured dimensions
improving communication and promoting compared to the use of traditional multimedia (images,
comprehension of learning content compared to videos, 360-degree video)."
traditional online tools [4]. Furthermore, this approach
is consistent with the policies of the Ministry of 2. Literature Review
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
[5] and the Cabinet Office, which encourage 2.1. Audience Engagement with
international exchange through online platforms. Conventional Multimedia

However, much of the research on the educational Previous studies on the educational use of the
use O,f Metaverse has‘ focused on the 1earners. own Metaverse have consistently reported that its high level
experiences. It remains unclear how presenting in of immersion and presence improves learner
Met.averse, compared. to other multlmedla, affects motivation and comprehension ([6] and [7]). However,
audilencef engagem}elpt n presen}tlatl?nlsl. . h most of these studies have focused on the learner ’s

Therefore, in this study, the following researc own experience, and engagement from the perspective

questi.ons (RQ) are set. . . . of the presentation audience has yet to be fully
Main RQ: How does the type of multimedia used in explored.

student-led presentations affect audience engagement 360-degree video enhances immersion through its
in the context of online international collaborative freedom of perspective, its limitations lie in the lack of

ing? . SO .
learning active participation, such as spatial movement and
Sub-RQ: . . interaction [8].
I. Compared to other multimedia, are

presentations that utilize the Metaverse world

* ALK SR HE - A SUEREAE (Institute for Excellence in Higher Education, Tohoku University)
TR R FERE BFEHFIEFRL (Graduate School of Economics, Kyoto University)
s PR R ERE TR 98F} (Graduate School of Engineering, Tohoku University)
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2.2.Theoretical Framework for
Engagement in this Study

This section reviews key studies that form the
foundation of this research, with a particular focus on
principles deemed essential for enhancing learner
engagement. Mercer & Dornyei [9] present five
principles for evoking and maintaining learner
engagement.

Principle 1: Design for Learners in Front of You

Dérnyei  emphasizes the  importance  of
understanding the specific learners one is teaching.
Tasks should be designed to incorporate learners'
needs, abilities, preferences, wants, and lifestyles.

Principle 2: Get Learners Emotionally Invested

Task design can captivate learners emotionally on
three levels: physical appeal, activity appeal, and
content appeal. The challenge for teachers is to
generate the kinds of emotions that activate
engagement and draw learners into the tasks, making
them willing to invest energy and effort.

Principle 3: Curiosity Captivates

Learner curiosity drives much of their behavior and
is a critical factor in their learning. Epistemic
curiosity can be further built upon by encouraging the
quest for depth of knowledge. The key is letting
learners find out things for themselves and not
presenting them with information—offering them
opportunities to discover things on their own.

Principle 4: Concentrate on Task Set-Up

This principle underscores the task set-up stage as a
key part that can be easily overlooked. At this stage,
we lay out what will be done, provide instructions and
directions to engage learners, and look ahead to the
task.

Principle 5: Learners Need to be Active to Engage

Active language activities are essential for acquiring
active communication skills. Teachers should design
engaging learning experiences where the main actors
are the learners, not the teachers. It is also
acknowledged that when learners experience
something for themselves, it tends to be more
emotionally memorable, and they have a deeper
connection to it.

Based on these five principles, this paper conducts a
survey of participants in the "Metaverse HyFlex
International ~ Collaborative  Learning"  course.
However, Principle 4 is excluded from this study's
survey items because task setup was supported not
only by presenters but also by instructors and TAs.
Thus, this research is a practical and empirical study
investigating whether using a Metaverse world
designed by learners themselves can enhance the
engagement levels of student audiences in
international collaborative presentations.
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3. Methodology

3.1. Participants and Procedure

This study was conducted in the " Multicultural
Communication" course. Forty students (17 Japanese,
13  domestic international students, and 10
international students) from 15 countries and regions
participated in this course. Students were divided into
six groups and collaborated to prepare presentations
introducing their own culture and comparing it with
other cultures. 28 responses submitted by the deadline
were considered valid. All respondents experienced all
group presentations as audience members, providing
exposure to all four multimedia types compared in this
study.

The study was conducted after passing a research
ethics review by the Tohoku University Institute for
Excellence in Higher Education, and participants were
informed of the content of the study and given their
consent. It was also clearly stated that their responses
would not affect their grades.

3.2.Survey Instrument

The questionnaire was designed to assess the
effectiveness of each type of multimedia in "deepening
classmates' intercultural understanding. " The four
media types evaluated were A) images, B) videos, C)
360-degree videos, and D) metaverse worlds.
Participants rated each type of multimedia on a 5-point
Likert scale (1 = strongly disagree to 5 = strongly
agree) based on the following four criteria:
Q1. Can be designed well for classmates in front of you.
Q2. Can get classmates emotionally invested.
Q3. Can captivate the curiosity of classmates.
Q4. Can get classmates to actively engage.

3.3. Data Analysis

To compare different media, the mean and standard
deviation (SD) were calculated for the ratings of each
multimedia type for each of the four questions. For
each question, we tested whether there were
statistically significant differences in the ratings
between the four media types. Because the data were
ordinal and collected from the same participants, a
Friedman test was performed. Because significant
differences were observed overall, pairwise
comparisons were performed as a post-hoc analysis
using the Wilcoxon signed-rank test. To correct for
multiple comparisons, p values were adjusted using the
Holm method. The significance level for all analyses
was set at p =.05.



4. Results

4.1. Descriptive Statistics and Overall
Trends
The analysis of the questionnaire responses revealed
that learner-created metaverse worlds received the
highest ratings across all survey items. The means and
standard deviations for each multimedia type are
shown in Table 1.

Table 1. Mean and Standard Deviation of
Ratings for Each Multimedia Type (N=28)

Evaluation Criteria Videos Metaverse Worlds

QL: Design for Audience 3.6 (1.03)
Q2: Emotional Investment  2.93 (0.98) 3.61 (0.83
Q3: Curiosity 3.07(1.01) 382 (0.91)
Q4: Active Engagement 243 (L17) 2.82(1.12)

[mages 360-degree Videos

382 (0.91) 3.79(0.92)
107 (0.77)
1.36 (0.68)

3.61 (0.83)

1.43 (0.68)
1.57 (0.69)
1.82 (0.53)

454 (0.75)

Note. Each cell represents Mean (Standard Deviation).

As shown in Table 1, the Metaverse World's average
score was above 4.4 for all items, significantly
outperforming other media. The difference was most
pronounced in Q3: Curiosity (M=4.82) and Q4: Active
Engagement (M=4.54). In contrast, images and videos
received the lowest scores in Q4 (M=2.43 and M=2.82,
respectively). 360-degree video received a high score
in Q3 (M=4.36), but its score in Q4 (M=3.61) was
significantly lower than Metaverse World's.

4.2 Design for the Audience (RQ1)

For QI, which asked if the multimedia can be
"designed well for classmates in front of you," a
Friedman test indicated a statistically significant
difference in ratings among the four media types, ¥*(3)
= 21.241, p <.001. The distribution of responses for
each media type is shown in Figure 1.
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Figure. 1: Results of Question 1

The metaverse worlds received the most positive
evaluations. Of the 28 respondents, 27 participants
(96.4%) rated it favorably, with 14 selecting "Strongly
Agree" and 13 selecting "Agree." Only one participant
selected "Neutral," and none selected "Disagree" or
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"Strongly Disagree."

The evaluation distributions for videos and 360-
degree videos were similar. Both received their highest
frequency of responses for "Agree" (13 participants
each). However, they also received several "Neutral"
(7 and 6, respectively) and "Disagree" (2 and 3,
respectively) responses.

Images showed the widest distribution of responses.
While "Agree" was the modal response (11
participants), a substantial number of participants also
rated it as "Neutral" (8), "Disagree" (4), or "Strongly
Disagree" (1).

To identify specific differences between the media
types, a post-hoc analysis using the Wilcoxon signed-
rank test with Holm's correction was performed. The
results are presented in Table 2. The analysis revealed
that Metaverse was rated statistically significantly
higher than 360-Video (p =.006), Video (p =.010), and
image (p =.003). No other statistically significant
differences were found among 360-Video, Video, and
image.

Table 2. Pairwise Comparisons for the Item

"Can be designed well for classmates"

Comparison Pair Adjusted p-value

Metaverse — 360-Video .006 **

Metaverse — Video 010 *
Metaverse — image .003 **
360-Video — Video .822
360-Video — image .566
Video — image 191

Note: Adjusted p-values were calculated using the
Wilcoxon signed-rank test with the Holm method for
multiple comparisons.

*Hkp <001, **p <.01, *p <.05

4.3 Emotional Investment (RQ2)

For Q2, which assessed the ability to "get classmates
emotionally invested," a Friedman test indicated a
statistically significant difference in ratings among the
four media types, ¥*(3) = 49.664, p <.001. The
distribution of responses for each media type is shown
in Figure 2.

A clear hierarchy emerged among the four media.
Metaverse worlds received the highest evaluation,
followed by 360-degree videos, then videos, with
images receiving the lowest ratings. Specifically, for
the metaverse, 18 of the 28 respondents (64.3%)
selected "Strongly Agree," and the total number of
positive ratings ("Agree" or "Strongly Agree") reached
26 (92.9%), with no negative ratings recorded.
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Figure. 2: Results of Question 2

While "Agree" was the modal response for both 360-
degree videos and standard videos (15 participants
each), 360-degree videos garnered more "Strongly
Agree" ratings (8 vs. 2) and fewer "Neutral" ratings (4
vs. 9).

In contrast, images were perceived as the least
effective. The most frequent response was "Neutral"
(11 participants), and the total number of negative
ratings ("Disagree" or "Strongly Disagree") was 9,
which exceeded the number of positive ratings (8).

A post-hoc analysis using the Wilcoxon signed-rank
test with Holm's correction was conducted to identify
specific differences. The results are presented in Table
3. The analysis revealed that statistically significant
differences existed between all pairs of media.
Metaverse was rated significantly higher than 360-
Video (p=.013), Video (p =.001), and image (p <.001).
Similarly, 360-Video was rated significantly higher
than Video (p =.013) and image (p <.001), and Video
was rated significantly higher than image (p <.001).

Table 3. Pairwise Comparisons for the Item
"Can get classmates emotionally invested"

Comparison Pair Adjusted p-value

Metaverse — 360-Video' .013 *

Metaverse — Video .001 **
Metaverse — image <.001 ***
360-Video — Video 013 *
360-Video — image <.00] ***
Video — image <.001 ***

Note: Adjusted p-values were calculated using the
Wilcoxon signed-rank test with the Holm method for
multiple comparisons.

*xEp <001, **p <01, *p <.05

4.4 Captivating Curiosity (RQ3)

Regarding Q3, "Can captivate the curiosity of
classmates," a Friedman test indicated a statistically
significant difference in ratings among the four media
types, ¥*(3) = 56.292, p <.001. The distribution of
responses is shown in Figure 3.
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Figure. 3. Results of Question 3

The evaluation for the metaverse was exceptionally
high, with 25 out of 28 respondents (89.3%) selecting
"Strongly Agree" and no negative ratings recorded.
The next highest ratings were for 360-degree videos,
where the total number of positive ratings ("Agree" or
"Strongly Agree") was 26 (92.9%). This was followed
by videos, with 19 positive ratings (67.9%).

A notable difference was observed between 360-
degree videos and standard videos; more than twice as
many respondents selected "Strongly Agree" for 360-
degree videos (12) as they did for standard videos (5).

Images were rated as the least effective. The vast
majority of respondents (18) rated images as "Neutral."

Table 4. Pairwise Comparisons for the Iltem
"Can captivate the curiosity of classmates"

Comparison Pair Adjusted p-value

Metaverse — 360-Video  .001 **

Metaverse — Video <.00] ***
Metaverse — image <.00] ***
360-Video — Video .008 **
360-Video — image <.00] *%**
Video — image 00] **

*Note: P-values were calculated using the Wilcoxon
signed-rank test and adjusted for multiple comparisons
using the Holm method.

**Ekp <.001, **p <.01, *p <.05



A post-hoc analysis using the Wilcoxon signed-rank
test with Holm's correction was conducted (Table 4).
The analysis revealed statistically significant
differences between all pairs of media. Metaverse was
rated significantly higher than 360-Video (p =.001),
Video (p <.001), and image (p <.001). Furthermore,
360-Video was rated significantly higher than Video
(p =.008) and image (p <.001), and Video was rated
significantly higher than image (p =.001).

4.5 Active Engagement (RQ4)

The analysis for Q4, "Can get classmates to actively
engage," a Friedman test indicated a statistically
significant difference in ratings among the four media
types, ¥*(3) = 55.665, p <.001. The distribution of
responses shown in Figure 4, was the most pronounced
among all questions.
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Figure. 4: Results of Question 4

Metaverse worlds received overwhelmingly positive
ratings. Of the 28 respondents, 19 (67.9%) selected
"Strongly Agree," and the total number of positive
ratings ("Agree" or "Strongly Agree") reached 26
(92.9%), with no negative ratings recorded. For 360-
degree videos, positive ratings (16) also outnumbered
negative ones (2).

In stark contrast, both images and videos received
more negative than positive ratings. For images, the
total number of negative ratings (14) significantly
outweighed the positive ratings (3). Similarly, for
videos, negative ratings (9) outnumbered positive
ratings (8). For both media, the modal response was
"Neutral" (11 participants each).

A post-hoc analysis using the Wilcoxon signed-rank
test with Holm's correction was conducted (Table 5).
The analysis revealed statistically significant
differences between all pairs of media. Metaverse was
rated significantly higher than 360-Video, Video, and
image (p <.001 for all). Furthermore, 360-Video was
rated significantly higher than Video (p =.002) and
image (p <.001), and Video was rated significantly
higher than image (p =.005).
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Table 5. Pairwise Comparisons for the Item

"Can get classmates to actively engage"

Comparison Pair Adjusted p-value

Metaverse — 360-Video <.001 ***

Metaverse — Video <.00] ***
Metaverse — image <.001 ***
360-Video — Video .002 **
360-Video — image <.001 ***
Video — image .005 **

*Note: P-values were calculated using the

Wilcoxon signed-rank test and adjusted for

multiple comparisons using the Holm method.
**%kp <001, **p <.01, *p <.05

5. Discussion

The results of this study strongly support the
hypothesis that metaverse worlds increase audience
engagement more than other multimedia. In this
section, we interpret the quantitative results through
the theoretical framework of Mercer & Doérnyei [9]
principles of engagement and discuss these findings
with reference to each research question in turn.

5.1 Design for the Audience (RQ1)

The findings regarding Q1 strongly suggest that the
Metaverse world is perceived as superior in its ability
to be tailored to specific audiences. This is consistent
with the principle 1 of Mercer & Doérnyei [9]: "Design
for the learner in front of you." This is likely due to the
high level of customizability inherent in Metaverse.
Presenters can shape the entire experience by
designing the spatial layout and object placement and
directing the audience's attention. This freedom allows
presentations to be tailored to the exact audience in
front of them.

In contrast, videos and 360-degree videos received
more moderate scores. This likely reflects the
possibility that linear, static content may have led to
inconsistent evaluations of design suitability. Images
showed the most variability in their evaluations. The
wide range of responses suggests a lack of consensus
on their effectiveness, and images were perceived as
the least stable medium for this purpose. This
inconsistency may be due to the fact that presentations
are highly dependent on the presenter's skill. While a
well-constructed slide presentation can be powerful, a
simple series of images may not feel "designed for the



audience." Based on these findings, we suggest that the
freedom of design in multimedia may have influenced
these differences in evaluations.

5.2 Emotional Investment (RQ2)

The clear hierarchy in Q2 results suggests a strong
relationship between a medium's immersiveness and
its ability to foster emotional investment. The
overwhelmingly positive evaluation of the Metaverse
world demonstrates the effects of "presence" and "self-
projection." Audiences do not simply "view" content;
rather, they become participants who "exist" in the
virtual space via their avatars. This active presence is
likely a key factor in fostering deeper emotional
investment, directly related to principle 2 of Mercer &
Doérnyei [9]: "Empathize the learner.”

The significantly higher ratings of 360-degree
videos compared to standard videos can be attributed
to a greater sense of immersion. The freedom to look
around the environment enhances the feeling of "being
there," which likely corresponds to greater empathy.
However, the lack of the ability to physically explore
or interact with the environment prevented it from
achieving the same level of "presence" as the
Metaverse.

Images, being the most static medium, have
difficulty creating the narrative and immersive feeling
necessary for empathy. A significant amount of
imagination is required for the audience to connect
emotionally. Therefore, images are rated as the least
effective medium in terms of empathy, a conclusion
strongly supported by statistical analysis.

5.3 Captivating Curiosity (RQ3)

Findings from Q3 suggest that a medium's ability to
capture curiosity is related to its "explorability" and the
"discovery experience" it provides. This is consistent
with the principle 3 of Mercer & Dornyei [9],
"Curiosity  Captures," which emphasizes the
importance of providing opportunities for learners to
discover things for themselves.

It can be attributed to the high degree of freedom of
exploration it offers. In 360-degree video, the audience
can only look around freely, but in Metaverse, it is also
possible to navigate the space using an avatar. This
active process of "exploring to discover new
information" is a powerful stimulus to intellectual
curiosity. It is a logical conclusion that Metaverse,
which offers more freedom, received the highest
evaluation.

The significantly lower ratings for standard video
are likely due to its linear nature, with a fixed
perspective and sequence. The audience is only
passively receiving information and lacks an element
of exploration. This lack of active participation likely
limits its ability to stimulate curiosity compared to
more immersive multimedia.
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Images, the most static medium, lack temporal and
dynamic scene transitions, making it difficult for the
audience to experience further discovery. This is
thought to be one of the reasons why the majority of
respondents rated images as '"neither positive nor
negative." This suggests that images are perceived as a
passive medium with little power to arouse interest.

5.4 Active Engagement (RQ4)

The significant differences seen in the Q4 results
indicate qualitative differences in engagement based
on media characteristics. In the context of the principle
5 of Mercer & Doryei [9], "Learners must be active
to engage," the Metaverse has the power to transform
audiences from passive 'spectators" to active
"participants." As part of its fundamental experience,
audiences can explore as avatars, touch objects, and
interact. This "participation through action" is believed
to be the determining factor behind its overwhelmingly
high rating.

360-degree video offers a higher sense of
participation than standard video because it allows
active control of the viewpoint. However, this
participation is limited to "active viewing" and does
not allow for movement within or interaction with the
environment. This limited agency is likely why its
effectiveness was perceived as limited and why it was
rated significantly lower than the Metaverse.

At their core, images and videos are passive media
in which the audience's role is to watch and listen. This
receptive experience is antithetical to the "learner-
centered" state called for in Principle 5. It's no surprise,
then, that they were judged to be ineffective at
promoting active engagement, as borne out by the fact
that negative reviews outweighed positive reviews for
both media.

6. Conclusion

6.1. Summary and Contribution

This study quantitatively demonstrated that the use
of Metaverse World significantly improves audience
engagement in the context of international
collaborative learning presentations compared to
traditional multimedia such as images, videos, and
360-degree videos. The educational contribution of
this finding is that it demonstrates effective
instructional design: positioning learners as content
creators and practitioners has the potential to maximize
audience active participation, curiosity, and empathy.
This provides valuable insights for educators
designing future international collaborative learning
programs.



6.2. Limitations and Future Research

This study has several limitations. Due to the small
sample size (N=28), generalization of the results
should be made with caution. Furthermore, there are
two methodological limitations. First, the presentation
order of the different media types was not randomized
or counterbalanced, which raises the possibility of an
order effect. The order in which participants viewed
the presentations may have influenced their
evaluations. The second limitation is a content effect.
Regardless of the media used, the quality and
attractiveness of the presentation content itself may
have been a confounding variable affecting audience
engagement.

Given these limitations, future research should
include longitudinal measurements with larger and
more diverse learner populations. Future research
would also benefit from controlling the content of the
presentation and counterbalancing the order of media
presentation to more effectively isolate the specific
effects of each medium. Finally, a specific future
research topic is suggested: applying this method to
Japanese language education to examine how the
observed increases in engagement function in other
contexts, such as language acquisition.
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FEAR, BEREEEE Vo7 word parts ZHEST D Z & T,
BRI 2D (< BITHIERET D) DTITe <,
D[R U word parts 24 555 L B SHC, FaEl -
FEAWICHREZ R A TN 2 EDOAMEE S W=D
7=DTHA ).

FEEEHIRIC, FRIRSOREEROIRR A BRAT AT 7 e
—F1L, BXAREESEICBOTL, EE OB
BESTH, RORWIFHEDDESTZE S FTe,
We4, HEOFGESE Ea—F—IL, ZOFEEZHN

76

T- PSR OELENE LTS Z E D HEER -
SRR O SGERERE S E OF A5k E LT, §R
HMENTWDERDZENTE LS.

21 FERLEMBOMBEER U -XEEEEE
BOAAE

SFERTEEE AR & LT L LT k<
5415 Word Power Made Easy[3]X° Instant Vocabulary[4]
T, ZoO77Fe—FRHAnLR TS, SFY, B
SHEE, RBAR, HEESREL V72 word parts ARk SED
Z L CRROEWERA BT, s word parts Z & IT
FEAEE U CRESIT S A 2 LT, FEEN, B

FED word parts DT > H ARFNDFEDEMAHEH| L,
FEEAHIOL TV ZEZHIBL TS, DT
TEAE, HLUWETFORWRAHEIILZY, 205%
A DR, W%, woM & Vo 7T AR T 5
FEROHFERHIUL, BEHIOGEOSHHIHRR D, A
HIODFEO N A LRI 5\ Z PR (HEH - 48) <&
720, BREBNT D Z D3 H D0, FHUL TN 5.

Z 9o 7251, Word Part Technique (WPT) &I
D, FhUud, TR REA R L,
FNDEFDOEN A BN HEERRO BRI O
FTNL ] Y FIEEND ZERDTEN, (OHEEREHE
Rt T 5 Z &, IKER (word family) ODE
OELFAOHEIROT L7220, £, @QFEED, K<
H DIV FEOREER A BT 5 Z & ¢, Hid word
parts Z & OHVESAERE (HHHEE) OEMRHEIIC HEAL
DI EDERHES T B[6][7].

Bz, ODEAVE, consist &, BEEEEE in- (not) <°
R -ent JEATHRER), -ency (AAFiRER), -ly (HIFRE
B) Ok 5, consistent, consistently, consistency,
inconsistent, inconsistently, inconsistency % BRI} CH
fRL, OEDDIN—TE L TEEDTRADZEN
TEB[]. £, @QOBATIE, sympathy (FHfE) &
VN9 REDSBEEERE syn-/sym- (together with) & FEFR pathy
(suffering, passion) 7>5H T&ETUV\D &) HEENBHIUS,
apathy (ZERH.x: a- [not, without]), antipathy (5@ anti-
[opposite]), empathy (L@ en- [=in, into]) © Z[F UFE
ROTN—TTE LD, & IHIAFEOHRZ MR 5
Z & CHEEOEROIME, TED, BHRDIRRILY



bLEGTI2 D EBEADND.

2.2 EBIE vs EBSRL / ARFEE vs SV KSR
WPT 1%, FBRZAW-T7T 7 a—F) S [FEENT

Ta—F] RELMHINDZERDD. FEOLELE
DOV LH, SFEY, FEBOERIERTH LV E
C GBI (etymology) | & F - THiAD TIFARUV, X
D IEMEZIE TREEZRK (word formation)] DAk E S 9~
xTHAD. HIZIZE, incredible &\ FEIE, in- (BHH
57), cred GBEIR), -ible (BEEEE) 3 -2 word parts
MHTECNDD, ZOHRIEISH < FTHREMROH
PHNTH . FBFT 7 o—F L E 5720, in- 8 [F
JE i), cred S HEU A, -ible 23 [T HDWEE)
ERET D Z L OPRHR RN - B S iR R 5
EERITV, ENEND word parts DFRZER L,
MBACE R IR bR. L, ZIZTi, B0
OSEHY GER S 27 bz Enb, FER
LREE RIS L CTHWS.

F7, WPT ORI EIRDDIE, \Wiod D EHiR7HE,
PEECE UL, HCXV I TRE, TT BRSNSk
35« f&HRE, WD big words / inkhorn terms OFE T
b, TN~ EERDOIFEOARGEIL, HEAICE
<D N R OFEN L, BBIRER T
DFEHRDNRZEDBF LN, F DT, HIET, WPT
DN BT DO, ERBEDS AR, X
TR, 7T REHCROBARERRG T D T & wlk
RLTREZN.

3. FEIR &AM RO ZEEM L - REEREE
DRELER

T, RPOEFHEIGFEY 7 ATHR-T2, FERE
FETRR ORI TG LT SRt sl (WPT) &4
UWVEARF ¥ EVDONEIZOWTHG L, S ED Y
T a RO NVERME AR L3 D, o7
T —F DA L BRI OV TE L THIZ.

31 BEDTILIAY

ARG TS DI English I-A 13, 878 2025 4F
FERTNG, T 72 (k) 9 CEREE - B
7T A (i) TIEIELZHOTHD. BEEI,

77

ATEDN 41 40, BB R 4T, HREFEITOZU.
FEEONAIL, English [-A TH54 DD a7 A% /L
(Word Parts / Synonym Vocabulary / Skimming and

Scanning/ Paraphrasing and Summarizing) DailH, KO,

TOEFL ITP Guide D¥FES—T DIETH 5. i

G, 15 16 (8] (18190 43) OFEEID 5728

2, TRETIEAA 27 A%/L% 2 [A], TOEFLITP Guide %

3[ElE LTz S diud, 4208 OFk & C Pathways

PISNDBR W] D T EDFFIITNDN, a7 Ax L

Ol & TOEFLITP Guide OE, F£72, 2FaEZ

Bt 2B A5 2 & T, FELE

BN D Z L 137 o7,

3.2 Pathways 0 Word Parts DINZ

Word Parts DEEDRERKIT, FMINZHHEED word parts
&, FOHEREFRR LIzAR v ELOFMEZONT
FEHUZRN 72 SITA%, TEEDHEA)72 word parts T
& HHFERE (prefixes), RBAR (roots), HEFE (suffixes)
N—ER TR SN TN,

T, JEEOET, EH, BRRE, LENTED
HANHFIHRE Y, 2 TTII RV, TOELNTT v
78, XU UTRRERORE (EHEE) THV, ZIITR
9495 7 word parts DFRED S5 &, HEHAIFETHLC,
BERNODZEOBMFEATRD, RAOFEDOEIREHENTE,
FEDOEFAIZRETE 5 LEMNTVD. ZOmE,
WPT Z AV v BV B E 7 < ik
2bOTHY, ZHEITORREERL, ZOTE
OFFEF LTI T Z LN TE D, R, i
AOFNE, EEAEDRHASRIY - #ERER TRV
LT, F5ED word parts [ ZOW TRV Z L2361,
R « FETEROD RN ¥ E/UZ T T R0 D L&
(DR QAYE YAV

WIT, FEARAC OV, 38 GHIR) ICEHRP==7
Y AEANIINZ B &S BEIDT &, — BRI,
W OWNDFER Y —T T L ARG s B T
HIVTND. FEIRIE, FEOHUNNRERTHY, HHR
FEDLZ LTI, XY UTEE, 77 VEBICHRT DR
MEONTWEZ L, DFY, FUTT - T7 55k
DFEFFERE DIRERED S DI T D Z & D35
SN, —ERIUIREFERPBEWRINCE LD b
TW5. BREFACOWTL, Sz iEd 255150



o l, SRl AR ERRED T il T
W5, Fef4IZ, word parts OGR! A-fifeadd G RED
DUNTWND.

Z ISR S T DAY, 95ED word parts D
L LTHORNETHS. 70, O word
parts ZHERETIN IR T 5 Z EIXRATHEZR DT (FHZRE
), ZZICRR STV A L H1Z, 4 wordparts DY
FHl Rt CEWVERS . 27, FEDax b
SOERE G LT, SRR IS T OB EL
HIS B -2 ERFE L TR (B : ad- [ac-, at-],
ambi-, ante-, bene-, dia-, per-) .

2.0 Word Parts DEDFIUZE) N TNDH K HIT
HLUWEMAERIXY o7 EE, 77 VEEICHRT S
DNRZ\ND, HHRRE, & ZICFRE U CHEARE, iF
W, BREATHIL QO OIFFRICHE > TV D, Lo
L, HUSGEIHRT OAKGER (U~ 38R Ob
DIZOVWTHIEFTERNB DN D 5. TOREED
F > TN DS HEEBHA D4 DOREESRISED O
LoEeh 9.

FE, Pathways OHEAFEORITRIILTND 38
OPERREOIZE A EIEIX Y V758, 77 VRBICHRS
HHDOTHLN, € ITHIGERRO B DN 3 SRS
STV (un-, fore-, mis-) [8]. flZ, ZORIITHE
VTR, I HGEHSROBEHET be- (beside, before),
for- (forbid, forget), with- (withstand, withdraw) Z£iBN
R ERRGTCH A . RHTE P OBEERRE with- (21,

[~/ LT &9 ATERA with OFRIFAIERAD -
TWDT7, with DEKZ T~& K2 & LovEn
PR B fight with % be angry with 1255
with DOFEZEFES D Z LI2HRITILD

FEROFRIIBI I TND 55 OB, F_TF
VT« FT LREROER T 5728, WPT % vz
X ENVOAWECET 2 Pathways OREIIZAEL
T 50, WEEIERRChD. HREFORITRINT
W5 39 EDEID 9 B, K4 Eli2dH7=% -en,-dom, -ship,
-er/-or, -ness, -th, -hood, -some, -ly (255 + Bll7]), -full, -less,
-ish, -most, -fold, -ward, -wise |3V YN HASKEER TH -

T, FULTE, TTVRECHET S bOTIIAR [8).

AAGEARPERAFOFERIZ ISR O2% <, filz
I, fiiendly @ -ly i -like £[FIUC, JekiT body &1
IEMWTH 722 X (fiendly=RK DK% LT2),

78

friendship @ -ship (% ] TIE72< shape DEHTH
S7= &7 (fiendship=KDIEEHT5HZ &), otherwise
D -wise L way DT & ThH-T, "B L13EHR:
<, otherwise |FFERANIZIZ in other ways & 725, &
ST AR Z R LTz,

PR OBENIFITmE T 2 & THhDH, £D
HRRDS SAERFRED NN S Z L b b D 21,
-able/-ible 73, HUZ [A[RE] 2RO 721 TR, ZiF
HOBEWRRAGLIND &) HBN L,
desirous/desirable, regretful/regrettable, credulous/credible,
imaginative/imaginable <0 LD NTEK EO5E
L ORR (REEN) @)Y THIBrCE 2. F£7o, -ic
of the nature of ~EMT, -ical 23 practically connected
with ~DEBRTH 5 &2 HEl 5, electric/electrical,
historic/historical, economic/economical Z£DFED == 7
ADENDRKRBNZEBT D Z LS TE 5.

Z D & 5 7¢ words parts DETRA V2R ¥ v U,
ToLNZ, T7 58, XV 7 RHCROER
BT ETHVeFIETIES S, LinL, AdGER
@ word parts I[ZHIEFLTERNEONRHDHZ LD,
#5113, Word Parts DFEDFEAIC AL RIS, AFHERO AT
LT, AKEE (H9sh) R, 7T AGER, ¥UV
T TTLVRERD 3D T T 6732 % PEEORES
& (f9 : rise/mount/ascend) [9], F7z, AKIELfE
HREO =27 > ADEN (ffl : sleeplessness [IRAL2 N2
&1 vs. insomnia [ ~IRJE] / eye doctor [HEEZE] vs.
ophthalmologist [IRFHE]) 2O\ TC, KFTSEE, 5585,
VAR (RRICHER) HCROIGEN G725 AAGEDRE
Helit L OT Fr D= B EINZ[10], AOKER
O word parts [ZOWTOME E LTNA.

33 ZEZHEDOUTIIAY
WKIZ, FZED word parts DERFRAEFIHA L7zAR ¥+ &
JUTOW TR DS R THE ).

331 7Ulr— MER

KFETIE, BFEEDRELBE VAT LWEDOS
BERLL T2 HIT, BFHORRICEFHERET
NREGUTZ A LRI A FEE L CnD. T
2L, ZOFHMEITFEDOSINE b & T2 E
THHDROT, FEEOITSTBEONFRHE LTz



T N oGRS T 12 Google Forms 2 U
THMEICEM L7z 0=79). =2 C, 7B GEFER) O
A > CREEEA IR T 2 IR ONWT E S 5
4 SOFERI TN & ZH, IROBIEERT-.

ETHARTHD 29 (36.7%)
A ThHd 35 (44.3%)
ORHARTHD 1(1.3%)
FIUFEAETII 2V 14(17.7%)

[ZAUZEFIE TR ZBRS &, 65 4 (82.3%) D
AN, ZOREEHRRO FIEEEEICE B2 T
2.

Fio, TETHHEBETHD) FixThHD) #FIRL
TEEFITNE, EDO XD I mid I Lo Tk, B
MOTZINIONTENTH otz ZOHBETRON
BaONT 5 &, LR GEORERAHEN X5 (B
FNDFED word parts DFTHRD HAFNDFED A HEH
TED) | &V TlREDORIED A HO TV,
IZb, [BENOGEOEMN L IR EfFCX, FUEN L
DEE LT (5 FE TRATLNANAIREENDIND 2
EWhoTo) [HHEER LD & X\ GEERE BT 5
X9Theotz) L DlalE R H -7, BN DI,

[EAN R HEEDN R CREIRTS & o7 & &2 A S 2
Uizl R TH CRERZARG L b 2 LIZBRA D
UWZ) 7R ED, FHEDOIB A DARII L TWD Z &
Ny BN PANEIZ2Y/N: SioY et

— 5T, U ERETIE W L& Uiz
M18%IL W Z L b FHETH Y, FHADHINZ DN
Th [FHUFIERLR S TR -T2 L)L
&z, ML AR 2B Lz b Tl
72K, 7= FOREL DN b, —fikfkd
B2 EIXTERVD, 7T AD 8 EILL EOSZEEAEN
WPT ZFIH LIZ35E5DORY v ENLEGHE LKL,
TR 252 T 2R AE DN 2 B D TR B L
X9

332 BR-aAVE

T, SZHEEITED L D pplllillkz b b, F-E
% b7 E BAICR TN 9. F51T, 2%
BEORETIE, ERIDEEOERAIZ S RO %
& 5T, MinutePaper (KFDMEMET DV T 2729
—/ 5= 12, TOHOERZEDER], BAE, = A
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FENTH HoTWD. FEERTRNOIEF R EEYL
BRI LT E AR, FFIIERIA S 20 L,
AARNFADZ IXARTCEMT 2 Z LI H 5
MBIRDD, EOXIBRA T 4 THE52THAR
DRDNEEPIZHS LW, ZORHBE Lo
TV, FERS L ARIOMIZ 117< BV LaxE)
WFAEBUVIUTL, KRR Z D5 LT, 2720 D4y
ZENTINDBLRFABND.

HR, AV POWNEE, SGEIBETL L0,
RO ITESHEIN DR 2 ELI 20T > TN D73,
523£C Pathways ¢ Word Parts, ¢ < Synonym Vocabulary
ZeAfio TN D IR IEEISCREII B~ 2 REEMi 72
FEOBEROXRIF B D B3 Z o7 2025
(ZDOWT, BARRZ2ERDO—E & 5115 L TA L 5 (2025
5 H 12 A~T7 A 14 HIZUER).

(1) Word parts / FEJR
F 7, word parts RCFEFUZ DOV TOERIRCT A > M2
ITRD &9 72 Disd T

- anticipate (13 anti- & U O HEAFEAYE FALTVD,
against D J 9 72757 (RN OFEBRDNE L HA7R0 .

- BEHREZOUNT, apathy D alZidnot D==7 A
D38 % DIZ aspire D a | THEIR D DRI S.

- BEERFO in 1% THIZ) EWOERE T Ln)
BB HDD, BT H3dH 50

- illuminate @ il- SEEDEHD

-dis 2% MHERLC) &9 Ol distant 205 LT
%D

ZITRSNTWD DI, R UER D OHEARE TRk
IR DYEORBINREE LN E WD E72 FIE, B2
SHEED anti- 13, AAGETS [70F) &0 L91g,

[soxt | DEMRA AR S 2 (i : antibiotic, antipathy) .
[FIRHZ, TH17) 2 EMT 5 ante-/anti- 2382 (ffl: antique,
antecedent) . = 0D 2 DOREARAT, [F UFBFIZHEL,
JESRHNCD7RDN D3 2703, FEIEDBIXRIT 5 515
72N 2, RICET T, HEHEE a- (ad-/at- [to], a- [not,
without]) <2 in- (im-/il/-ir [in, into] [not]) DIFA IR Uk
D THDOLINEMITE/ D, Fiz, distant 13, di-[apart] +
stare [stand] 7>572 55T, HEAFE dis- & ITRFHED 20
TVt &, FRESFER O KRR A AV R
HEIRIEDONE DOFGRTH A0S, T ORI DUV TIIE
FEax T 5.



i, FREIZOWTRO K5 BRI -T2

- science & conscience DREJFAIREI R

-reduce & deduce DFREJRAI D723

- important /% import & BE£%d 5 7.

-music & museum @ mus [ ZEHRH D7

FFEME ST LEZL, ENETTH LN,
IO, FAEDGERICER LICREROEM EE 2. 5.
EICWHEETILD DR EWN R D8 M %, FERND
FINF LD & LIbDTH D,

ZIVENDERNZ, Z 2 CREL < a7 2 AREIE72
UV, fEICE U, science GEIRIXT 7 L FED scire
[know]) & conscience | TFEIRAIIZ IR D, conscience
I knowledge shared with another Téd»%. reduce & deduce
I TIEEOFERR duce (<7 7 > 7E ducere [lead]) {2, re-
(back) F7= de- (down, away) &\ 9 BEHEEAMHNTT
E7-EETH 5. import & important & (X, BARZ
73, important |3 [HE/RFER - BRA 26T &
9 Z &C, import &EEJRAIZEE ) H 5. music &
museum OFFARmus 13, & U > 7 HRE ST 5 350,
B, EA T D IUEAH Musen [ZHSE L, museum (3 12
2 —ADPE] DERTHD.

AR, D3 DDA e HFTREN (2
2L FAEDOZLIFEEOEELIMNTD).

- UA B ANNDT F v X T deca T 10 & BRI
HDE ST 5, decantare (BT CTHEL) ITHSEL
TWH EoH7EoT

- JEPFE botan DMELTUNT, BRIV V2 botanical
(IHFHIBIFR Y DGR L Mo T

-spire [LEARE Zdp V) KO REIRIE LV HERL
BB ELTR, NEHIZE T, EERIAHET
DINIIHY FREAD, THANHEZRE AL K
72T pro & AT prospire &9 HEEA ST
WNEFo THRAT AT DANZEELTZD LTHY = R
F v —70 Eh oo THIEIULESN LB -T2 0
FTHHDROTL L D2
PLED=z Ay M, WRLD &> TS H D

23, AATORRPLE 72 B2 B B M= Clidh b, 3 OH
DAA ML, BTG - E&ECTHY, T LITER
72—t S D h b LiLZe\ . prospire 72 5 RE JERiF X
NIRNSOD, Ay & TRELTAUTHNEEE LT
EZ D30 LR, 2O X 9 7280, RFERER

80

(folk etymology) (ZHEUMD < DTIEZRUW )& FRdak L
TREBTEDS, Zo\WnoTle ZEZ BV LD Z &g,
AZDFHEDORLAMG ) DENS, 2D TE%72T
ORI ZE LS.

(2) FBIRIC B 2 FEEWID 7235 DERDIX ]
WIS > TERRRa A > M, FERICEH L T,
FEERREDEM « FEOKHNZONWTTHS. WD

MW, FEORE L EBITHPFELTHRE .
-fee & fare (ZFEIAYO7RN V1T D732
— BRIV, FERTED. fare 13 T, kT
5] &V FEIRIIERDN R Yo [EE ] L7 b.
-wise & clever D==7 2 ADIE

— wise 1% L5 ] 233EJRC, visit, visual, wit, witness %
[FHRGE. £ 20, AFA R k% 5 < 5
BXEEWT 5. cever (X OB H N L)
ZETHELREM L ED CHDOR & 7T.

-avenge & revenge DiE\

— FBMRIZ venge (<7 7 7B vindivare [punish]) TH Y,
ZFXUTHEERSE re- (back) 23O\ /= revenge 1H 7373
DN Z EITRT 2 HHRL) ZEHKL, a- (o)
D3Oz avenge (X punish Z[HIFT 5 &5 Z LT,
LS ANTRENTZ L~ DEETII0,

- opportunity & chance D3\
— chance |% X « 1#| &S BEEHFROD (cf by
chance), opportunity @ port 1% [#&] T, FEFRANIIX
FOEDS) WIS TND] EWHERT, B
2L ST Gt (S8 Vo =27 A
BdH%.
INHOERICIE, FEETIEEE L AT DR
N2, ETOEROHERRIE LT LI
&Y - Bl L, £OHT, FRIGEEEIRICEER
HODHEAZEDFENN NI TEZ D Z LIZ LT
FTARTOFEPNERRP=T A M LTE b
TR, 2OV ERME, AR T,
FRMITE L TWD Z e ThD. ZORMDIEND Z &
T, FGEA~OEEYHET721T T2 <, FREE L0 H
WM, bOERLIBRNZAINC/RY, B TEX
THE D ENILENTD L TH T T AU, U
T T—VHEL L TCORSEHBE DR LS Z &
DT TE L 9.



4. RELERE

DLE, EFDHY LIeRFHGED 7 7 A T{To 7
WPT ZEH U7 SEGE R C DUV CE O At
HLTm BUT, EEIZOFEOAREZFHE LT
WA, bbAA, IHT 4 TRATTHH 5.

FUTHZET T3, [F TR OREESE CRMWN 22
BamdnZEN, ZOFEOFR LTS, F
A5, Tanti THEG T <BITE W B S
LY, BEERFARZ THONLRWDOT, KiRHE
IOV BRADONEEZ L B o7 < (1R UHEH
FEE LT in MW Th, [Hic] Lvvo ke Thokt
D) LWIHIBHROELGED 2 0DFKREFRFS>TNHD
IZETHLIMHDLLWEREETN, TIUTHEEZ R L
HLDENTLEIM? )WV ofca Ay MnboT-.
ZAUL, TARSRE LAYV LD —FREOFEL & I
D EORERTRHLREN TS, 7L, ik
PNCIFERLE B9 Z &2l b 9. ZOBRIC, WPT %k
H U72ARF v EVVITHE TRV WS, Rt FINTC
IRBZ NI EEZDHDT, EH ol mbE
(hei=2C PV N SR
*7-, [flammable & inflammable |7 & & AHAD]
DFEIRIZN, 7282 ] LW B H-o7- Zhud,
I<HERsNns, EiThobLWEERDEN
inflammable 13 flammable (2 [#5%E « 3] OBEERE in-73
DN HDOTIEAR L, inflame (KZE-DI1F5) +-able >
5TEXTW5. LT, inflammable & ¥ 200 #F2#41C
flammable 73R L7272, inflammable 3% D ER
LRREND X DI o7 TV TE L, WPT D
HRDBEERIREND R TH 5.

FEWEHOFCELZ@EYIRL, b, WANA
IR EREDRER T QWD IGEDRERAEEI I Th
5. FDT®, wordparts DO D& &> T, Z
W\ TREOEIFCH RO MR (D7 b5 TF
EY) DI EFAEOERNIIDTeDEZ D T ENT
RV, ZOEKT, MEEICL, HOBREOREE

(C&EHUTL, HRFELSIOEIGED) O Rr R K
HOHNLTHAD.

) OEDDBFETNE ML, WPT I K HRE5EE
IXEMAEIIEIC L O SR e Sid L) RfiET
B[] BEHAEYM: (semantic transparency) &1,

81

RIS 21, word parts 7> HARFNDFEOEMN £ OF:
FEHEICE 200 Vo T EERWD Z L Th D, IR,
reopen 72 5, HEIREE re- £ FEIR open DEMEND TN
BRIT 51 &9 reopen DEMMNBIIRIZIOND DT, &
HIPEDS . —5, report O X 9 Z2BUEAIZ re- & port
MHBERSINTND Z EDREMINC & 6 2T VWEEE
BIAMEDMEL [12]. ZDHITHONWT, 7T L EEREhR D
word parts | IERIGEDFEGREOHTIL FEATZ) EHET
bV, T7 U FEREED word parts [TREEDRERE S L
THTEH 72V &) F3EL B 5[12].

7L, ZOFRITHE DRSS, £12, WPT
2BV, B OBREEDN R O LB SEIIMED
EVEERTHY, TV FETL, FEED word
parts ZEHiE L CODIGEIZRHICREN - &0 o %
T SLHD[13]. 220D, WPT ORhRE RS
DITIE, FHED, bOREOUFFOGER A BiE LT
WAKERH D &35 2 HiLA[14].

FEIER O EE R BERIIHFE CH D Z L B[15], O
LoDFEE LT, FEICEWAIINZ HEEARED 5
HRE 2 bOIIRTRL L, #EREERIIOWTE, AL
RBITEHEEICETRATBL. LrL, #ERED
LOERZDZ L, BOMENSS->ThH,
FETCIIHONRNERZTHD L) HE HEENT
IRV, F T, EERICOVWTIE, TEER &1y &
W) EEAROIES AR L, BEAREORERD O ARAODE
EHEAICE D L OB %170, bhAA, HEHIHR
HZEHLHDLN, (AILIORGELOMITIZIZRAD. £
DI=DOITNE, FEENL, SIREDT 7T 4 TTeiEsE
EZEEL QORI b, 20800, GRS
BNIFREALL R F[16] & W 9 BRI
%, WPHUZ LT h, WPT & V=25l st
FREEOMNIZ AT AR e B Ch 5 L5
Z5.

FHL, RFPORFHEIGEHZETO WPT
TSR IR E DR A B LT, AROFEOMAD
B S, HF AR DORERE S 2 ik 5 Z L T& e
OV, IROENERIRCIEH 503, J5E
DEEZEWLT, HEZAK, AR eER CHEWE
TS 7 v NMEER (Ach-Erlebnis) | #5225 2 £ENT
DL ARSI T ONE TN EBZTND.



pE

1) https://www.ccle.ihe.tohoku.ac.jp/section/english/
2) 2026 S X H@HHA I Steps into Academia: English for
General Academic Purposes (1 4F¥X), Leaps into Academia:
Essential Skills for English Presentations (2 #E/K) & AR08
SALD, Pathways &5 [fkE, WADKIR/RBGEITR
3) 2025 4F 5 A 19 HEMOIGE 1-A OEFR - BT 7 A
TOFFE AL MY PR
4) J5UCE “breaking down a complex word into its constituent parts
and the deliberately connecting the meaning of each part to the
meaning of the whole word” & 72> T 5.
5) RFERFHEOYRGFEY 7 A1, HRIERIZ Advanced,
Intermediate, Pre-intermediate {227 /L—"7"731F &AL TU5.

6)WPT (ZI11%., 535 (ideophone) * T554# (sound symbolism)
OERDE, BIZIE gk O6D), st @Dvavy), blAl- ik
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1. Introduction

Since the restructuring of the general education English
classes for 1st and 2nd year students at Tohoku University in
2020 several updates have been made to both the st year
curriculum textbook, Pathways to Academic English, and the
2nd year students’ PDF textbook. To support the learning of
the core skills presented in the textbooks, an in-house created
website was developed in 2022 to host worksheets and online
self-practice tools for the students [2] and was subsequently
expanded in 2024 to host the reading and writing sections for
the new e-learming system for 2nd year students [1]. The
website and its tools have been continually studied and
updated based on findings [2][3][4][5]. Furthermore, we have
endeavored to get comments and suggestions from students
and staff that could help to further improve the website’s
efficacy and usability. Through this, we realized that the
website needed to be more motivating and engaging by
providing more specific feedback and by incorporating
intelligent tutoring. Therefore, we applied for and received an
educational grant from Tohoku University (the 2023 Tohoku
University Grant for the Promotion of Educational
Development) in order to make several updates and
improvements to the web materials. Thanks to the funds
provided by the grant, we were able to talk to experts in the
field and receive help and advice in updating our systems.

2. Improvements and New Features

Specifically, we would like to report on the creation and
eventual modifications to the 2nd year students’ reading and
writing e-learming program, updates to flashcards systems,
modifications to the speaking system, updates to the design

and utility of the site, and the creation of some new tools.

2.1 2"Year Students E-learning

In 2024, Tohoku University switched to implementing an
e-leaming course as part of the 2™ year students’ curriculum
via a combination of EnglishCentral (a platform that
prioritizes speaking and listening skills) and our own original
website, which provided reading and writing practice for
students and reminded them of the schedule. Our platform is

depicted in Figure 1.

English IIl e-leaming assignments over 15 weeks
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Figure 1: E-learning Assignments Page
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Reading and writing pages were created to open and close
according to the pre-programmed start and end dates. Bi-
weekly reading assignments consisted of a passage with 10
multiple choice questions, relating to the themes of videos that
students would simultaneously watch on EnglishCentral.
Alternatingly, writing assignments were also designed to be
related to the videos and the previous weeks’ reading
assignments. In 2024, the writing assignments were checked
using a system which determined whether or not thresholds
were being reached, and students could only submit their
writing if they appropriately wrote a passage that fulfilled the
specific requirements. The requirements were based on CAF
measures [6][7], specifically word count, mean length of
sentence, corrected type-token ratio, use of target words, and
the amount of over-copying from the reading passage. The
thresholds were chosen based on practice that the students had
done in their first year and data suggesting that practice hitting
certain levels of these measures constitute improvement in
writing scores [3][4].

However, after the first year of implementation, surveys
from students indicated that they did not like the pass/fail
aspect of the writing assignment and would prefer a numerical
score. They also said that they wanted clearer feedback.
Therefore, for the 2025 spring semester, the e-learning writing
style was changed such that students first submit a draft, then
are supplied with a score and various pieces of feedback. The
score was based on the same CAF measures mentioned earlier
with thresholds linked to previous data from students at this
university, specifically: inclusion of target words, length
(number of words), vocabulary variety, over-copying from the
reading passage, and mean length of sentence [3][6][7].
Specifically, if one aspect of their writing (e.g., mean length of
sentence) was too low and causing their score to be reduced,
this was made clear to the students, and the relevant sentences
were highlighted. Furthermore, a large language model was
trained to provide feedback on grammatical errors, based on
Coyne’s error typology [8], although grammatical errors were
nota source of score reduction. A depiction of this new writing

system is displayed in Figure 2.
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Figure 2: New Feedback and Scoring System

2.2 Flashcards Systems

We updated our flashcards for vocabulary studying in
various ways. First, based on teacher and student feedback, we
created a “quiz mode” which allowed students to create a
custom quiz from the items they wanted to study. After
speaking with external experts, it was suggested that we
manage data differently on our server so that students can
track which items they are having difficulty with and so that
we can detect potentially problematic questions within the
flashcards. These changes were implemented in 2025 along
with a starting menu that asks students to first choose between
quiz mode and study mode. These changes are depicted in
Figure 3. As can be seen in Figure 3, the items listed in red are
items that this particular user has a less than 75% accuracy rate
on, indicating that items need to be studied further, based on
best estimates from previous data [5]. Furthermore, when
students select “quiz mode” all items with a less than 75%
accuracy rate (and have been attempted at least once) are
automatically added to the user’s quiz in an attempt to force

re-studying.
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Figure 3: Study Mode and Flashcard Data Tracking



Furthermore, we added a four second delay before
displaying multiple choice answers, based on studies that
suggest delaying the answers improves recall, which leads to
better vocabulary acquisition [9].

Finally, the code for these systems was amalgamated to run
the base code unilaterally for all flashcard items, given that the
same basic functions are present across all vocabulary-based
chapters. However, it should be noted that a separate base
code was created for Chapter 13 (indirect language) flashcards
because they contain videos and therefore require different
base code. This change should make it easier to add new
flashcards systems in the future, and potentially change
current systems as videos are added to flashcards for other

chapters.

2.3 Modifications to the Speaking System

Several parts of the website employ automatic speech
recognition (ASR), which is either called directly from the
device’s internal ASR system or from the webspeechkit API.
Previously, some students had difficulty getting these
speaking tools to work on their devices. Therefore, we
changed the way that the ASR is called, implemented
measures to avoid problems, and created an error handler pop-
up.

First, we altered the code such that internal ASR systems
are prioritized over the webspeechkit application
programming interface (API) call. This was done to reduce
problems, as the webspeechkit is only available in a limited
number of browsers, but internal ASR is more widely
available within each device. Next, we realized that some
Samsung devices would not delete interim speech upon final
guessing, which caused problems with some of our speech
rate calculations [10]. Therefore, we implemented a device
checker that would disable interim speech for such devices.
Finally, as shown in figure 4, we created a try and catch
function for the ASR and a pop-up modal that would provide
students with advice on how to troubleshoot the problem(s)
that their device was having. These efforts have led to a steep
decline in the number of students with ASR problems and

€ITors.
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This could be for one of many reasons. The most common reasons
are:

Your computer is having
trouble hearing you.

Figure 4: Pop-up Audio Error Example

2.4 Updates to Design and Utility

In 2024, we also made several improvements to the design
and utility of the website. First, we heavily utilized the W3
CSS [11] framework to provide a sense of unity throughout
the website. Furthermore, we added a side-menu and created
a single page for each chapter of the Pathways to Academic
English textbook and PDF textbook. Each chapter page
contains worksheets for use in the classroom and at least one
interactive self-practice tool that could be used either in the
classroom or at home. An example of the side menu and

chapter 1 page are shown in Figure 5.
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Close x
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Chapter 3
Chapter 4
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Figure 5: Side Menu and Chapter 1 Page

Furthermore, we introduced a pedagogical avatar, named
Toppei, to the website based on the idea that such characters
can promote leaming by making it more difficult to ignore
feedback [12]. While the 2024 version featured Toppei
prominently throughout the page, it was later pointed out to us
that pedagogical agents work best when limited to screen
where feedback is actually provided [12], so we reduced the
usage of the character in the 2025 version of the webpage.

This character is depicted in Figure 6.



Figure 6: Pedagogical Avatar Toppei

2.5 Newly CreatedTools

We also created many new tools for the webpage for 2024,
as we wanted to be sure that we could provide at least one
online practice tool for each chapter. This goal led to the
creation of various online tools such as those to practice
skimming and scanning, oral summarization, conversation
building

understanding connotative meanings.

response, fluency, using collocations, and

To encourage skimming and scanning skills, a tool (located
within Chapter 3) was created that presents users with a 3-
paragraph reading passage and asks them to quickly select the
paragraph which contains information about a particular main
idea. Upon selection of the correct paragraph, the user is then
asked to scan for key words related to the main idea. After
selecting an adequate number of key words, the process
begins anew as the user is presented with a new 3-paragraph
reading passage. This continues for a total of 10 reading
passages, and the entire process is timed, encouraging students
to use these skills to get the basic information as quickly as
possible, in line with the concepts of Chapter 3 of Pathways
to Academic English, and based on pushing reading fluency

through timed reading [13]. This tool is depicted in Figure 7.

Figure 7: Skimming and Scanning Tool
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The oral summary tool was created using ASR and
provides feedback to students based on their mean length of
utterance, number of words spoken, and inclusion of key
content words [14][15]. Direct advice regarding each of these
and an amalgamated numerical integer score (i.e., between
one and five) are provided after users click to check their
answers. The cut-offs for each integer were created based on
previous studies of fluency [10] conducted at Tohoku
University and are based on a regression model created from
data from previous Tohoku University students. The tool is
shown in Figure 8.

Figure 8: Oral Summary Tool

The conversation response tool was also created using ASR
and is designed to provide students with individual practice
speaking responses to conversational questions and orally
giving opinions, in line with Chapter 8 of Pathways to
Academic English. Rather than individualized advice being
provided, students are allowed to practice, and then sample
answers are shown. This was done to reduce stress and
discouragement, while also providing extra-curricular
practice similar to what would be conducted in the classroom
in an attempt to increase willingness to communicate [16]. An
example of the loading screen from this tool is depicted in
Figure 9.

Figure 9: Oral Summary Tool



Though a fluency-related practice tool had been created in
2023, it was simply aimed at measured fluency, ie., as
speaking time and syllables spoken per second [10][15], not
at actually improving fluency. However, an exploratory study
showed that students wanted to monitor their improvement
and have more guided practice. Thus, we created a fluency
builder tool, based on the 4/3/2 technique [17][18], which
scaffolds students through speaking about various academic
topics, provides helpful phrases, speaking time goals, three
opportunities to speak, and graphs to compare their progress.
An example of this page can be seen in Figure 10.

Progress

Y sl ¥ ¥
- Speak (805) T e Speak (605) Spesk (455)

Japanese students, on average, do about 3.8 hours of homewark per week, which is lower than China, the US, Australla, 1taly, and many
other advanced countries. Do you think Japanese university students should be given more homework?

Figure 10: Fluency BuilderTool

Though collocations flashcards already existed by 2023, a
second tool for helping students to practice collocations in
context was created based on similar practice conducted with
short animations in previous studies [19]. The tool provides
multiple types of practice, including reading a short passage
that contain the collocations as quickly as possible [13],
multiple choice questions about the passage, and a repetition
of the passage with fill-in-the-blank sections for each
collocation. The multiple-choice questions ask about both the
content of the reading passage, but also the meanings of
collocations to encourage both general understanding and
focus on the target items. Furthermore, fill-in-the-blank is used
to promote memory recall and increase focus on form, which
has led to high levels of achievements in flashcards at Tohoku
University [5]. An example of the fill-in-the-blank section of
this tool is shown in Figure 11.
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Figure 11: Collocations Practice Tool

Finally, a connotative and denotative meanings tool for
Chapter 9 was created to practice the connotative meanings of
previously-studied synonyms and was modeled after pre-
existing flashcards systems. A similar multiple-choice tool
was also created to help students practice logical connections

for chapter 10 [2].

3. New Directions in the Future

We hope to provide more specific feedback with our tools
in the future and improve the accuracy of the feedback that is
currently provided. Furthermore, we hope to add more exact
encouragement to students. Currently, the website employs a
medals system which suggests how much time students need
to spend particular skills based on the amount of time spent
with each practice tool, the number of clicks, the correctness
of their guesses, or other representative measures (see Figure
12 for an example). However, while these are based on
previous years’ data and the average thresholds for
improvement in students TOEFL ITP® scores, the
measurements of student engagement for each tool are far
from perfect. However, with our new data collection system,
we hope to provide much better advice to students in this
regard in 2026.

Another improvement that we hope to make either in 2026
or 2027 is a vocabulary measurement and study system that

will then use Item Response Theory (IRT) models to provide



appropriate words for study and practice modes based on
students’ previous responses. We are hoping that such a
system can use advanced research on multimodality and
repeated studying to encourage students to learn key
vocabulary [5][20]. Similarly, we hope to provide a better
scoring system for the oral summary tool, based on data taken
from students. Furthermore, we are hoping to introduce
argumentation feedback into the Chapter 12 paragraph
writing tool, possibly based on Large Language Model
(LLM) research [21].

Lectures
Practice

Phrasal Phrasal Phrasal Phrasal Phrasal
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©0 ©6
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more for a more for a for a Silver for a Bronze for a Silver for a Gold

Bronze Gold Medal!  Medal! Medal! Medal! Medal!

Medal!

You have
You have spent
spent 1:42:24

You have
73.08%
accuracy.
Good job!

You have
96.43%
accuracy.
Good job!

You have
86.49%
accuracy.
1:17:26 Good job!
doing this
activity.

Good job!

doing this
activity.
Good job!

Figure 12: Medals and Advice System
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T A RRT A NPT T ADOHGEH R & L CTHiT=I
BIR L2 L2 WME L Q0D ARRCHET AT A
NEHFHFEARE (FEMOZR) L LTUEH S
5L xBERE LTI I S, #¥EITR
THEEFEE OBEEOMERDT- DI T E 2804
IZTHZ e e Lz, Fe, FEIBOTUIRATA R
MCTE L CETNEAMERT D720 - KO
7 A X (Google Forms TERR) A 4RI T
EfeTHrZ L Lz

3. 4128597 1 TAREFELM DFFEEE

31 RTA FEMEAFEDOBER

ARATA REM OB HTo>TE, IS
WL~V AAGE BB EIT 2 R OB s
T5Z & EFIRITEV . FRIFHR L~V T, Hex
72855 COFRAZRSERRE OB, LS
FEERRDORIEDBIEE 70D, ZOBRRE T, #EN
TOMR SRR Tl 007l & B8 2 X
D ENEELL, FEENATR ETAHRMITER
EEEZED LN DRI NP AR TH .

WERI DR ik & LIS MOS0 &
HEZ DILDHD, — LB I =T
FOEBNT/20 03, REBNN7R SEELERCHRRODE
BT HARESNIRREN DD, PR L~LDSERE
FENTBOTUIFRS, FEE SN SEHARCHES
AL, PUTHRAAE U CEiFARD 5 7 aE ANE
HThD.

) LIt &, A Tl DI RIC

91

EEELT, FEENELEZ, KEL, 74— RN
VI ERONDA BT I T 4 TIREHEET) D
Zlb L 7V vl AEFEA, BREIICERR
SNDfED, AT =v 7O A Xpl, TV
BREEODRNEZED LT N T 2 AGATe 2 & T, 8
HDSRERII BB CE Dkt 2 B LT
7, BHEEBICBO OISR DOEF —r g v
MERFOEHEI/E L 705, X IO S L9,
ATk 0 7 Bk L~ L OB E, iUk
/OIS T 4 — MN\y 7iRe EbEE L. Zh
2LV, HES ORI ORI | & B
Y, RONIZERRE L 2R72EEIC T TH
NHENCTHZ 2L

32 FEAY—IL

RATA REMOBFRIZNE, A X T70T 4777
CENALT UIERT Ty N7 — A THhHD
[Genially] OFEHRZEH L7z, Genially 13, 5D
WM BDORIA L H T I T 4 T T VBT —
Var, AVTHITTT 4T, FEBMR E AL
TEBY 2T R—ADY—/LTh5. HENEICHT
LT VE N T I HWETRH b LT ERE A A R
T s T T O CHEREMETA v
BT 0T 4 TEREFILTCE D RDFHUTHS.
Genially Z&7E U7z EREEH A LI FICEET 5.
CRERA BT T ATHERE I ) v I IR EDT Y
T a AT LIEEROFR < R, T=A—T3
VIR, BRI EOBREEASITIEETE D, 2
FUZ XY, FEEDRERNCH S & B 57200 1
T EZARIEREICTE S,

CINTF AT TG TRA R, Hitg, e, Shi
IREDBRIRAT 4 THEHRZE—DDT T N7 —L
WTHATE D720, 4 BB RAEHIT SR AAR
FEEM L U OB ER A R A G DR L 2
DE[REL 725,
CLARUTTHAL L PCRAT Ly b, Avw— |
T AU ERIe DT N A TOFTRTHIE L TN DT
D, FEEDKR REE CFE A CE 5.
T A HEORG S AR LB URL 424
ROLMS CEEERLY 2T 1) ~DOHDIABINE G T
VD, FEE~DT I AR B A RN T



5 LNTES,
BRI L0, LY RRERA L 257 o o

LR 7 A VORISR, 754~ [ @
751‘%%?}'@ (?W@?E’%‘f:ﬁ%ﬂ]ﬁﬁmﬁ'é& .@—5) mED INTERMEDIATE JAPANESE
- \ GRAMMAR (LEVELZ3) o

FERESLELTZ 72720 Th 5. MEEITTH EAR 721 4——ﬂQL<g
VBT IT 4T AT OIERILTTRER, Bt ) -
RGOS B B U AT R R O ME DS R AT T2 el A -
Y L7z, . )

Genially 34772280 aR A2 LB & L7V oD, 1 R34 FEHO by TEE

BiZsE H A D HATERE DN LA V2T 07T 1 T
REZ (RIS CE DRBEELARThH 7. &

PUCE D, BB D OBRA T~ 2V Hh \ *®
RS = LASHTREL 720, kBT L i 5

CHALLENGE TIME! EXPRESS YOURSELF
A I NEFBITEDEERT. RATA RERILZ (] ) o

DRSS D T —~ v bbb, ATA RERT O
BRI bE D LI THA L OLOERA L.

B, (FRENIZATA RERNEFR v b Lo @
HFCHNER T DI, FRENT AT ST » omas e

OO URL 2T ND. FHTLIFEEIIATA R
ZL® URL 227V w7 LTHMIZT 7R L, A

(CFITENTNDSAT— FE A LT 2085 2 < } e o
LRTED. ‘
SRR R ‘Speaking of Sendai, it's Famous For its beef tongue, isn't it?
wa [ ) Fw3rATIR [ ]
33 AT FEMOERERS
AATA FEEE (K1) 13, BREOHTFETS eV ews ruor
HICOR - FHRA T, A2 12 B0t L o T e .
WD, B OWNEITFEH O B SR 3 Challenge Timel” X
BID 3 D7 v a THERS TS (X2). '
1.NEWZRIE o
3.3.1 Challenge Time! (F¥ LT3 A L) Spoaking of N; N reminds me...
SO 3 AR BT R
A ZWROE Y > 2 Ths (93). Hifkl~LT B SEnLiimeeseribcmenpsiaiieh g
SR RRBU T, B SR CO S T s
TR R 5 B2 B LT D, BRI o 0 ==K

VTR 22 BB 038 ) OB — B kL, 7 )
v 7T BHET T 4 — RNy I MRFREINALRA
Lo TWA.

4 Grammar Notes DEIHE
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o
' BAET. AM (LoBA) KTEXTIREL,
\’, QUESTION 1
| BukOETASSBINELVZIE. MTTH.
8
(-]}
5 Express Yourself DIEE
(<]
L ex BATASHBIHBLVZE. TLTT,
@ a

WAS ABLE TO ANSWER! 1COULDN'T ANSWER...
LET'S MOVE FOWARD

6 Express Yourself OEE (EIZ45)

I )
YOU'VE DONE
A WONDERFUL
- JoB!
ot mn\ R % »‘u @s anythin
ﬁ‘:‘ D)
r g soue
@ segary =

7 HTEME

3.32 Grammar Notes (STEfRER)

Z D7 3 1% Challenge Time! D7 A A THidiu
TESGEHBEIZOWT, K0 ISR DR EIZR G E Z &
D a5 7 v a L Thd (X 4). [T
v N OERFEGIGEOSUEFAN D LD, KR Z
A REIZIT D 3UEOfFEIIBREOMR O = v —
T R<, 74 ROfESE TN, BREO ST
LT D L9 eNA L Uiz, S5ECOSIEMRRONE
FRIZHT- > T, AR AL 275 L CEEREED, *
AT AT T =7 B2 TREEIMBEID D E D ) Efik
LT ST

93

3.3.3 Express Yourself (BH2RIGHE)

Zoks va U CIHERENAEMERE, B0
ZEIZONWT (BHDWNE, BBz E) ®ILL, 7
U Ny NEAT OB AT 5 2 LA B L TR,
ETNERDHFREF BRI LTS (K5,6). =
DR r v a TR, FEEDA B ORRSE
ZEFRBTHEHRLTEY, Hx0E85 60
BB RDH 5 EEEHOME AT A Z L2 B
L T4,
TSI, BRI HIUEE CHE R A L
720, BEST 4 — Ry 7 B0 952 L%
BT A yE—Un8ins Lol (17).
FEFIZA R OBRESTE =— RIS U T, SE
ey VA UEBERIZ, HAHWIIEZ B TR
HIENTED., ZOFHIMERIZLY, ka7 H
ABA NS AN AR Ok L~ L OB H D =—
RIZHISTHZ 2 BEX LT

4. SEDHE

ARATA RERE 1 N HONT, FEEIFERIfHE
ALTHLW, HRESUEDTZ DD A M afFT
SO BIAENT Z EE B E LT v — M
EATo7-. TR 2024 4F 12 A & 2025 456 A0 2 [A]
(2l T oz, BRI IEIX L~V 3 OFEEEDIE
EENOHLEEZZEY, | EIHOPFHETIX 134, 218
HOFETIL 184, 31 40Dl aS-. ik
HEE, RSOV oL ThrTy F1] OF 1
AR SO - KRB — R OFRMSEGOa B —AEA L,
ATA REREAM LT-#%, Google Forms D7 2 —
MIEIELTH bote, JHBHEEIZAT A NERS TF
B U7z [FEE, WA OGEEE S LT [Challenge
Time! 7 A AOWGRES | [SUEfEHIOPREL | [Express
Yourself DEFFAE— ROl s | @ 3 IHE &K -7=
F£7o, TRATA REMOEREN] (274 N8kt &
HREMHO X A L7 1ol ERD=. =
NHIFETERADIEE TH L. X HICHERRTIZ
DM ORE TEEL ULV E Z A ~DlalE %
KT 7ok, T — MNISGETEKRL, BHEFLR
HIHFHGFE TR SN0, e ClEeETHATEIZR
L CHET 5.



5. SAEDFER

51 FErEH

KATA RE A L7538 mxrjxof_H#F’ﬂ@f*
REX 8 ITRT. [5~10 43 OREE B %L,
PIRIILE > T DB EH DY 87.1% % Tz, *E%Ezb 15
LT TR D 2 Ehr & LT, @hma- b
5.

K8 RTA FHEHMERADRTERHE

52 HREE
5.2.1 Challenge Time!Z 4 ADEKE S
Challenge Time! 7 A ADBUHIES(ZDOUVNT 5 AR
TEHMIHLTH B o7, FERAH 9 ITRT
Ml (4-5 550 73 83.9%, HEHMN 3 ) A3 12.9%,
ﬂ&%ﬂ?ﬁ (12 55 2332%E 720, FHHIL419 K TH
FHI S E SRS CEER L CRY, BIFEOAT A K

%UH@W@#% BEDOBIKZ ST NNTND Z &0
IND.

50% 45.2%

o
35%

30%

25%

20%

15% 12 9%

10%

5% 0.0% 3 2%

0%

102 2,5 553

K9 Challenge Time ! & 4 ADEMKFE S

522 >UEFRERDIRERE

EIGERBITIR A B AT S0 Grammar Notes (D
PRI 2 S AU CRHl L T H Bo 7o FERIEIX 10
LBV THD. 5 5D 548%, 4 A 323%, 3 AN
129%THY, 14, 2805HIITe<, T 442/5 5
Dl o7z, ZORERMND, KATA FERFD
SCEFRAUIMERBIE Lo\ & OFHIECTdh - 72 & 3
T&2.

60% 54.8%

50%
40%

° 32.3%
30%

0,
20% 12.9%

0.0% 0.0% I

1= 4
X 10 Klfﬁtrnﬁl@ﬂﬁ#r

10%
0%

5.2.3 Express Yourself DEFE R E— FDiiEt]
=
Ok T v U CITEM EMERIINE R TR RS
B0, FDOAE— ROMY)SIZOUVT S Al Cal
LT bol. fRAZM 1 ITRT.
519 LR PRETI3%E LD, FEEIC
Lo THYIRA E— FTERBMRESTWD & E R
2.

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

90.3%

6.5%

0.0%

00% 3:2%
|

11 Express Yourself DERE R E— ROETE
53 RSA FEMEERMEFERDZIAIVT
KRATA REMEFIRT DS, 274 RER©FH

L T DEREOMRAZ L), ZREORAZGIA

94



TINBATA FEMOFEEED DD, ZDIEFIZD
UWTREOE.

ZORER, FTHREOBAZFTATHOATA R
TOFEENHET AL A VI 548% % EdT= (X 12).
WONER:, BHHWNE TEBLLTHVLY EWVHRED
HEOEL BV, FEENEGOUIHD AL A )VCHRS
EERTE L0 THD Z Enbnoie.

60% 54.8%
50%

40%

30%
22.6% 22.6%
20%

0% I I

10%
HRES2TTEF 274 F-#RE EELTH L
K12 RS54 RS EBHEFRDZAIT

54 {EREM

(RAZ A N % T ESOEE T2y B
BT 2R A 13 1T

= D H %< 58.1%, RWC [E-ER D
FENTEWN 2341.9%, THFE DN Ay Tl
W2 7R DRI Tz

70% 58 1%
60%
50% 41.9%
40%
30%
20%
10% 0.0% 0.0%
0%
E3 B i) e
Lo i <$ <
1= =13 ) AE
Ly Ly & ﬁﬁ Ly
€3 [ =
L Fin <

®13 R34 FHMOFEAER
55 BEGEI«—EI\vD
[ZDEFID B IZHOWT HHERONAZ 5y
HrUTewil, 790 o - RRRE ), (4257
A THFE B, TR - BOEROMED, THERK -
W), [BEF_—arambatnT), TAfYY

95

g L) 6l ESN. LIRS, £ 7Y
DaRxr b (BAFEIFRY #Flzs675.

(71 > - RS ]]

cATA NEELSTHA L ENTOET. CFERIE-
TV RZ, TE AU DD £

« 274 ROTHA UHRREHITELNTT.

s TYA DR TREIR T

(1242 F 077 ¢ 75 - BEE]
CHEMORTL, A =T =AML <,
e SIS Qe

cATA RO NT v ay (EEUYEZ) 23AL
— ATV T

« 274 FNZBHIATERTE HONRRVETT.
Bz, [RELLTAL I | ODRATA b, BhET 5
SHERA » FDOAT A RIS SRS SAMER T

FH

[“FEZR - ZeERTE)

- b IEH AT, Z & TRUIBE LT < 725D T, FH
UAESBRR IR DI CHOR SN D DILF BN LH £ T
c B LB LK TETWT, DR
1 [BIOFZEOFS T TEHE S TNT, B8
FENAANLHET. $HT Challenge Time! DML,
VIR BIFENEOMEGRIZ & TH LWL &R
WET

[#8A% - WA]

c ZOATA FERNE QRA DRV v a Vil G
FITEY, SUEDBRAETRD HDITENLHET.
*Challenge Time! (D7 A A%, SGEOEERNfES 2 &
T, HOMUIZBMFETE TOT, s T& TUVeL v
EHERTE E4. STERA > FORANIERIZIERHET,
FIENDIRA > N DMl BT 5 OO0 Wil B iE©
X FE7. Express Yourself OV d, hEX 7o SUERA
v NEEETHDITENIHE T

c AT A REFHZE THRITUD, b L TET
WET. FRZE o7 81E, & ME Yy 7 OfHN & T
LR 2 & T NEDV NS TR BT TG,
RS9 Ao TWET



[EF~— a v a@mdH ]

- BUZHBRIEZHII2T L0 IR S 2 CIZWT
7.

A BRTIT 4 TIRBERINT— DX DT, EHT)
D, FEOPRELL 72D 9

< ENERIRA A AP TEE L H Y, EF
—a N ERDELT.

[ B A7 E]

« 2T A NERADRFRHIRAT & & DB L TVE LTE
N, ZOTEHY FHEATLE. ZOBENETHEN
SlTH. ANy T Uy FOT Ly vy —ZE LT
12, BOOR—ATEETEXHDT, UEORA > b
BELOMYEESEDLZ ENTEET.
cTRTOT A AP ACHEERIEL N TERY, A%y
D= ATAFETHRON B DHONRRNTT . AR
TEHET D ExIh, TOEWWERS T

- RSB E O S ZoR SN D D, & THah
DRI TRNWTT.

ZNHDOFRERIND, RATA RER I IHRTER 720k
1, ABTTT 4 TIEMENE, TN OFERE,
REZRHERY, FEEAREANT 22555, B Oy
B AEET DHEEN HERNSEHIE S = 2 &3 9 s
Z7.

56 WERICETELTI1s—k\vD

—75, TAFEL ULV E Z 4] ICRET % A Hstd %
AT IVNETHE, [P — A v H—T xR -
BEME) a7 oy B RN TY A ) [
Har 7o), TFEEOR - SUER, T5FE L~ -
K 7 40— RNy TR [0S, 2T
DOEMRE 22 A v M ELITIZEET 5.

[ v —T xR - fifEIE]

STEMR L )0 T 9 — ki | | o7 = A= a0
%, RO HBINHET ey, By TARZ &
T D30 DB Tz,

« Express Yourself DJFENT, FZEENAHISITL-2D
EZXDHEMETITE, b 2D L LRAES Live
V. B, AR TIUZE D ONELS 0T, b

96

2T [ Fxv 7] REEMLTLEST.
(EPTRDS i
 SCEHIAES 50 LIRICT D & L e g
TXAMEMD LELTELLDITRLE L.
CSUESADA T A RiE, DLTHFARPNEEEY X
TWDEIITEL .

[(RRERT A ]

« AT7A4 KX, 7XFAMOMEES T, HEERE
BENATA NTDHIET, KRR S,
R LT < 72D ERNET

< T A XEFEEL, BAGE
EVTHEH LTI LV,

IZbo LEHAE

[FE=T Y]

< BUE, 1 DOGRIZHE 1 72 7eDT, Hos &
FIERRTHIER DD &, SAEOIH IR &
BoET

< SOERTTCRL, REIEZIEL AFRZRIE) 72 &
LD LD E, EEIZLVEISEENET

s TAT 47 (WD) OfEBEY A2IED AL
WEE LS. AE—F 7 OFHlE, Duolingo X 5
WCHECRELT = v/ LTND &L

[5EOR - STk
B A ROR, BREFFNCTE DL, HAGE
BRI

- BEEVEICHIT, 206 EIZAAGENH D DI,
TEUTFZ LT & WE T, SEERDVEIC
boHL, EHLTHLELLAMLTHATLENET.

[FE L~ - xi5]

‘N3 LUV 3 e a0l B &, K0 Bfig
Lo <A LT

C LeUL3 OFEERE L LY, MR E OIGER T A
MATEZTLED ZENEL, HAGEL IR L
RN ERHY FE LT

[7 ¢ — R 7 kHE
B L ALDEARIT, ST TR R [HF—F
A2 N ORY I ZZBIT 5 L, KEREOFHED



NTE, \EPLLT <D ERNET.
- ERIC, MERTREEEETE 5 a v iih
LHEXnERNET

UEERIZRET 2 AR B, TF A NEOEIE
b, RAERL, Ea T YO, a——#
VEHA &2 AW 78 Sk x 2etieg 3~ & S R
SN2 A VBT 0T 4 T ENE RRT YA
W EIXEERZEHI A VD —H T, KD Fsk
L, ENOTWHARZ T 5720 D TRARD HAL T
HEEZD.

6. FLHESERDFRE

PULE, A CIETRERS OB E ) B AN %
HED DDA THD AT A NEFHZ DOV THE
L7z, Genially 77 v M7 4+ —LZIEH LU TR L
AZ KX, Challenge Time!, Grammar Notes, Express
Yourself @ 3 DDt v 3 TS, FEERE
FCBINCE BT DX VR AT D 2 b &
B L7c. FEE T 07 o r— MEORER,
FRERNTBHAN @ TINS5 2 LA TE T FHT,
Challenge Time! 7 A AOBGES () 4.19 1), 0%
FRFROBYRE (7 442 17, HFAE— RO X

903%7% ['H 1 9 E X)) ITBNTRIZRRERZ R
L7z F77, SRRV TIE 87.1% D EHEN 15
SUNTETLTEY, BfEFEICGELIZ0ETHS
Z EDHER ST

FEENOOEENIRT 4 — K3y 7T, R
WESoA v 2T 7T 4 TN, RN~ DR,
REIHRERE, BFN—a o E2@Emb b, B
FEERE R E S < FHl S AU, 2B ORI,
FIORNAEAT LA B T 7T 4 TEFEN R
AAGE Y EH ORI BN REL, ko
TR B RO DG L 72 0 155 2 &
R LTWVA,

BRI OV T, & TOFEEDMILIOIT
DOfFHERRZ R L (W72 58.1%, [E—EZR B
720N 41.9%), SERZZEEITEECH 7. iU

97

KB INFEE D=— RS2 HNE L LTREFT&
TWDHZ EamE L TnD.

— T, FEENPODOYUEELAZLY, W00
EHERE G LN o7, FAREE LT, BYE
FIEOAR AT EEFR . L D v —T
A ADYGE, ZAR SR C ORI REFEIEE OV
2 TAT 4 THEOBINE WS a Ty
DIEHE, N3 Lo VEEFAD 5 ) PR FoRC0sEi/ & H
AFEOYERIEFFFR 2 & OS85 L~ UG U= ElE
BT HND.

EFLIIINDOOUEELE LI E 2, BUEATA R
BHMOEEL ZNOOERE L D F & AR %
TS Web YA FORIEIZIVAHA TS L 25
Thd. AlLOEKIZEY, BRSO BERE, 7
4= RNy 772 EHEE Y ) — R A< 7
S>TW5. ZOLIITHAELT D Al Z7HH L722A
5, W HAGEFEE L > T VR TFEEER
Zeimeh b D BEFESRER A L T 2 e %
HfeLChE720,

HiEE

ARFFENT, HALKRF S EBERAE - TSRS
BEBIRHEERE (2024 ) OBREZZIT = DT
b, ATA R OBRFE, EDOINEHT->TZ
BE, TWIWTETEWESEE - YYEE L X —DiE
Rl Fieds, FAEh L IS ST ieR T
DREFADERZ Z D25 TEEULE L R 5.
728, FHEOIHEIB TS B -
SRS TT7 - (e = eV Gt = GRS

SE30

[1] REE, Rk, BRI, LTy RI—=07
\ZBT 2 HE e OBn L RS, BARSE LY
FSGEE, 46(4), p.601-616(2022).

2] EAREE, R, CAARET 0 7T MR AT
7Y F 27 LOBPRE : NI DYIFRRY 7 A% i,
SRl JUVEE L Z—FH, vol. 10, p. 1-6 (2024).



PEFREEILT1YRS—Z20T7 DI DN HEIRZERERD

R

—ARCS gD ITETIIVICE DS PPT &8} —

E & tH HE

Development of Face-to-Face Class Materials for Introductory Chinese Blended
Learning: An Application of the ARCS Motivation Model

Xuan Wang* Xiumin Zhao*

F—J—FK: LTy RT—="7, ARCS @31 E5 /L, *ITmfZEAEE

1. [ZC&IZ

IFEORFHBEITBNT, REEDOFEEROIKT

ORI EER ORI EE S RECH D, ZDk
ORI KI L, FEERE D, BEAEEL, T
FHRAE D DHT=OI, Fexld, FALRKFOPHEFE
FEHEICBWT, #E DX (Digital Transformation) (2]
7T H O fr, AT A AR L TR %l
GLie7VveT 4w R —="7 (Blended Leaming,
UIFBL) IZERL, A AT atnFTHA
(Instructional Design) Bl ZE2%, BLIT KD 2 B
FET R AT VAL T D E LI, B - TR
H{THoTN 5.

HARIZIL, B 1 OF T4 AT, AT~
v REEERE & A~ R T 7 VIS LA AR el b
HETHY, NRHIA Ty FOFEBREMD. B
2 OXIHERETIE, XS L2777 47—
=T ERFERL, NTAN, BRIVE, R SRR
L LTI a=r—ya UEREES T, &
WRT T NTy bEKD. 20X D750 BEeEE 70
TRHASE, VT AT 4T & L TOEREHRE,
Fr T~ RBEEM, #¥E%EDe 7—=v 7L LT
DART Z VKB T 77 ) #t, BEM =
TV ERFE L. BEM =T YT, B DVD
Bbt, SHAFEER U —RA v NEEL BT A
Fe=y T EOF LR A SIS L O

=@l E A A T HHRERIT I ANT A N E
BRIt SN D, AT 5 TIEREERT OWFFERR%E
SPELHPEIC L D O TH Y, FHEPERE BL (2B
D72 BL H#BFRER OV OFBEIEOBSE, £
TULE BT O TH L[]

2023 4R L0 AR D UHE TP ERERE A
I LD, FEROFERE LT, 2R - 2078
HEREBE OFBUTNZ, FEE O & 55 EK
BLOFEDRON EDMEESI[2]. ZOHEEE
XA BOVHETEREZEDH Y 5, HMBIRB L0
DFFEEO AR B U CTHIR A oRR 21 L T 5.

ARRO X H1Z, ZIE CIHEERREL A~v— 7
+ CRIEEBRA ORGE, BgE & FEEA I LT
XN, 2 B 0t AT L ORI E &G
HEBR b TN TERESITOBLE S 1D BilEmicik
SEFHEE - PR SN TV D, KRECET H0HEHERE
BEOUHNL, HE OB D205 AlRetk A~ L
7z.

LSRG, B 1 DAL T A AR A L—R
(ZHXD ATy, PRI - M2 L, RIisE
(2t oA /T p—< & L TOFEENNDL—HT,
FEA~OEES TN Tl a— « T e —D
EEECIAET D, D0, FEEMOSHN 21
FZ, WEIZE > TIRIBREZEDOT A 03k 6
5. a7 & OFBIN FELR L T
DI, FEImvRONEFE AT oV e T

Y ALK RESEAE - AR (Institute for Excellence in Higher Education, Tohoku University)
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—= T T a7 ARG TR FITTE X
HAVARNT I a I THA L EBET HMEN
bHo] EFESNTWA[3]. 20X D AT E 2,
X 0 AP ERERE S & i DIRRIN R P EREAE
DRI « HitE A FEHT 57200, AT, B2 Off
T B REFER U —R A > MCLUT PPT) &R
HFEEPLNC L CHRET A L T 5.

ZHUT XY, AEFTRT HINETEREEE OIS
REIRAHRITEITL LoD, BRELUSOMOBE L
BRAN72 BL S 5 Z IR CE 5.

2. FATHRRURE

A UH =Ky NROT VAN OE KLY, HE
DIFEL S L TS, FREFICEIT S ICT
(Information and Communication Technology, 2L T ICT)
IEHOEEMERER SN TEBY, BEEGITHLE0R

NRERREHRETETROOND EE X HILD.

21 HELEIZHIT5H PPT OER

BEDESEHBE BT, PPT 2V V-3
BRI EREERED— D Lo QN D, HEHI
BN, LT —var s Y7 ROPPTIL,
TR L, BB E <, HIRREERD e < Th
BOAOVERBEZEE TORBIA > —L & U CRI FTRE
ThHb.

PPT Zi6H LTARED TR & LTI, ETHER
SCEHB OB, SEHE, TR e E 2R E
WRITINZ, AA 7% A NMIHEILL 72 PPT OBER
BERIGE~OIGARR SIZH RS2 ERHEIhTnD
[4]. PPT IGHOARMEZHOUNT, AATH[5] TIEORED
IRFFHIANE T, B A AN S Z LN T&E 52 L,
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1. Introduction

Tanka (%25K), literally “short poems,” are a major genre of
Japanese traditional poetry. Each poem is composed of 31
syllables in five lines: 5-7-5-7-7. Although tanka has a long
history tracing its origins to the Japanese imperial court of the
ninth and tenth centuries, a renewal in the appreciation of these
poetic compositions has spread in Japan in recent years. The
publication of Salad Anniversary (V7 % 5t&x H, Sarada
kinen 'bi, 1987) by poet Tawara Machi (1 7 ,1962-) in the
late 1980s has greatly contributed to this resurgence [1]. With
the rise of social media platforms such as X, the brevity of
tanka provides a powerful means of conveying emotions and
immediacy in only a few words [2].

Recently, tanka have also gained popularity. In the United
States, for instance, the Tanka Society of America collects
short poems written in English every year [3]. Informal tanka
gatherings (%2 k<, tankakai) have also spread among
Japanese people who enjoy spending time together, such as
having a pleasant dinner while composing simple and concise
poems to express their feelings and emotions. One reason for
the revival of this poetic genre and its public appreciation,
including those who are not necessarily highly educated, is
that its short composition is accessible to everyone.

Following this “tanka boom,” during the 2025 spring
semester, the Tohoku Center for Teaching and Learning held
a series of three events named tanka café, in which

international students could interact with Japanese native

speakers. Although fanka café is not intended as a formal
research project or study, the excellent organization by the
Student Learning Advisers (SLAs) convinced the authors to
share its positive outcomes within the university’s learning
support environment to improve the use of similar methods in
Japanese language support for international students. This
paper briefly introduces the background that led to the
makeover of the tanka café held during the month of June
2025. The results and feedback from the SLAs involved in the
organization of these events are then presented. Finally, the
potential of fanka writing in Japanese language support for
international students and its contribution to the enhancement
of intercultural communication at the university level are

discussed.
2. Rethinking the meaning of Nihongo café

The SLA Japanese language team, composed of nine third-
year undergraduate and graduate students, provides support to
Tohoku University’s international students to improve their
conversational proficiency in Japanese. Japanese language
sessions, which are held in the SLA lounge of the Kawauchi
Campus Multimedia Building or online, generally consist of
one-to-one communication sessions that last for thirty minutes.
Furthermore, the SLA Japanese language team organizes
nihongo café events, which differ from the conventional one-
to-one session format.

The nihongo café provides
opportunities for international students to speak Japanese

* AL KRFEEEEEAE - A B (Institute for Excellence in Higher Education, Tohoku University)

127



while interacting with their peers and multiple SLAs. The
nihongo café is scheduled to last approximately 40 minutes,
during which the SLA Japanese language team generally
offers free talk or plays simple games while speaking Japanese
language [3].

During the spring semester of 2025, however, the SLA
Japanese language team expressed a desire to organize a
renovated nihiongo café that would, for the first time, involve
both native Japanese and international students. Developing
an appropriate idea was not easy, and many questions arose
during team meetings. The goal of nihongo café events is
usually to encourage international students to speak and
express their ideas and feelings in Japanese while learning
new terms, such as jargon and vocabulary. However, how can
native Japanese speakers contribute to the success of the café
without becoming bored? How do they contribute to
successful communication by breaking the walls of different
cultural backgrounds? Additionally, the SLA Japanese
language team expressed their intention to incorporate aspects
of traditional Japanese culture into the new nikongo café in
such a way that both native Japanese and international
students could learn something new from the gathering. Once
again, what is an interesting topic for both? Many doubts arose.

During several brainstorming sessions between the
instructor and the SLA Japanese language team, the idea of
composing tanka poetry suddenly took shape. When this
proposal came to light, there were other controversial opinions
about how to organize the event and its potential results. There
were questions as to whether international students would
appreciate the event, whether they would recognize tanka as a
representative facet of Japanese literature, and, most
importantly, whether they would be able to write thirty-one
syllables in Japanese. As a first attempt, it was finally decided
that the event targeted approximately intermediate to
advanced Japanese language students (indicatively from N3
to N1 on the Japanese Language Proficiency Test [JLPT])
because a basic requirement of Japanese literacy was needed.
The SLA Japanese language team did not know what to
expect from this new form of nihongo café and ultimately

renamed it fanka café, and in the end, it accepted the challenge.
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3. Shaping a tanka café

The main purpose of the first attempt to organize a tanka café
was debated and decided upon by the SLA Japanese language
team in May 2025. The focus of the event should not strictly
observe the thirty-one-syllable rule of the classical tanka
structure, but

(1) Encourage students to freely express their ideas and
experiences through tanka compositions

(2) Promote interaction between national and international
students

(3) Respect the different educational and cultural backgrounds
of participants.

To organize a tanka café, SLA Japanese language team’s
students were required to conduct a minimum amount of
research and background preparation. Although Japanese
students generally seem familiar with reading and composing
tanka from their pre-university education [4], none of the SLA
Japanese language team students were acquainted with
studying tanka, nor were any of them currently specializing in
Japanese literature.

However, in the end, the SLAs conducted a short, well-
prepared presentation of about ten minutes, in which, with the
help of some slides, they summarized and elaborated on the
information they had found about tanka poems, the rules for
composing them, and two examples. One of them was taken
from the tanka collection The Voice of the Sea (HET%E, Umi
no koe 1909) by the famous poet Wakayama Bokusui (LI
H7K,1885-1928), as follows:

FEIT BLbTRe ZEofF
WDHZIlh YeFETTELS [5]
(Shiratori ha/ kanashikarazu ya/ sora no ao/)
umi no ao ni mo/ somazutadayo)
English translation: Are swans not sorrowful?
They drift unstained by the blue light of the sky or
sea.
Furthermore, since the tanka café would be held in the
summer, and the classical tanka composition usually requires
a seasonal connection, the SLAs also proposed an easy poem

composed by themselves, based on the “summer” theme. It



comes with a Airagana transcription addressing the different

levels of Japanese learners attending the café, as seen below:

SMHTZD Y DT HIZNT BV D

A BIFBELT MEKED

(Soto detara/ sauna mitai ni/ atsui kara/

kyd ha umibeni de/ kagigori ki)

English translation: It is so hot outside, like a
sauna, so today I am eating shaved ice by the
beach.

Once the back-office preparation was almost finished, the
SLA Japanese language team decided to hold the tanka café
on June 19%, 27% and 30", from 16:35 to 17:15. Reservations
through a specific Google form opened one week before the
first date, and twelve students (six national and six
international students) from the undergraduate to graduate
levels reserved their participation in the event. Professors at
the Tohoku Center for Teaching and Learning welcomed and
encouraged drop-in participation. The following section

describes the management of each event.
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Figure 1: Tanka café poster

4. Holding a tanka café

The following paragraphs list each day on which the fanka

café was held, along with reflections and suggestions from the
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SLA Japanese language team. Two SLAs from the Japanese
language team managed the events daily. The next sections

present excerpts from their self-reflections.

4.1 Day one (19% June)

The event opened with SLA Japanese language team
members, and all the other participants introduced themselves.
An explanation of the tanka poems was then provided
following the flow of the slides. Subsequently, everyone
worked individually to compose the tanka, and those who
finished presented their work to the group. Students freely

shared impressions and pointed out positive points,

appreciating each other’s work. 'Finally, all the participants

wrote their poems on copy papet.
o Number of participants: Two SLA Japanese
language team students, three international students,
and five SLA members from other teams

o  Theme: summer.

Tips for success, points for reflection:

(1) It was good to prepare separate explanations of
tanka and how to compose them. Considering the
participants, the difficulty level of the explanations
might have been slightly higher.

(2) The biggest concern during the process was that the
poems might not have been complete, but everyone
could create their own poems without any problems.
The atmosphere during the self-introductions and
brainstorming sessions made it easier for everyone
to speak freely, lowering barriers to presentations.

(3) Tanka composition difficulty: As a precaution, it
was asked if Japanese native students would like to
form pairs with nonnative students to compose their
tanka, but everyone said that they wanted to
compose alone. No signs of struggle were observed.

(Indeed, one of the Japanese native speakers from

the other SLA teams seemed to be struggling more,
which was interesting to notice).




SLA Japanese language team members were
worried about whether international students could
create tanka poems, but they were able to do so
smoothly. It was beneficial for native Japanese
students and SLA students from other teams to join
the event.

The tanka poems were excellent.

4.2 Daytwo (27" June)

The event began with the SLA Japanese language team
sharing and explaining the prepared slides about the tanka and
its composition. Subsequently, participants worked
individually to create tanka on the draft paper. Once
completed, they transferred their work to a final paper using
pens. Once everyone finished, each person presented their
work.

o Number of participants: Two SLA Japanese
language team students, two international students,
three national students, and one SLA member from
the physics team

o Theme: travel.

Tips for success, points for reflection:

(1) The meeting started without a self-introduction or
ice break. Additionally, there was a lack of
enthusiasm when setting the theme, which took
longer than expected because of the difficulty in
generating ideas.

(2) After deciding on the travel theme, a brainstorming
session was conducted in which everyone came up
with related words. For example, related words
such as “scenery from a train window,” “family,”
and “overseas” were listed and written on the
whiteboard (as shown in Figure 2). As a result,
when creating tanka poems, everyone utilized the

above-mentioned related words and expressed their
individuality while staying true to the theme of

travel.
(3) Tanka composition difficulty: Because the two
mternational students had different levels of

Japanese proficiency, the intermediate-level student
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seemed to struggle slightly when writing tanka
poems using a smartphone. The other student, who
was had an advanced level of Japanese, had no

trouble writing.

4.3 Day 3 (June 30")

The tanka café started with a ten-minute ice-break, followed
by a tanka explanation. Tanka creation took approximately
forty-five minutes.

o Number of participants: Two SLA Japanese
language team students, two international students,
and one national student.

o Themes: “Japanese birds,” “forest,” and “sea.”

Each of the attendees chose their own theme.

Tips for success, points for reflection:
(1) The sessions progressed significantly over time.
The creation of tanka took longer than expected. It
was challenging to determine how to wrap around
when time ran out.

(2) It would be good to enjoy the process of trial and

error. It may have been better to delve deeper into or
expand on the words suggested by the participants.
(3) Tanka composition difficulty: Stimulus is important
when creating the tanka. Once you understand the
flow, you can correct mistakes as you go; however,
if you hesitate, you may become stuck. Those who
created their tanka

presenting.

ickly felt less pressure when

Figure 2: Students composing poems



4.4 Examples of composed tanka

The following two poems were written by attendees at fanka
café: The first was written by an international student who
referred to Venice, the city where his home university is
located. The second part was written by a national student

belonging to an SLA math team.

NETFTIE BRI LmE ALELS

T RTITRD ARBIINR

(Benechia ha/ atsusa to shitsudo/ mushiatsuku/
gondora ni noru/ hontd ni iya)

English translation: Venice is sweltering with heat
and humidity. Taking a gondola ride is truly

unpleasant!

RFL BEAGHZ B0

HER Y 720y AROBE S

(Daigaku mo/ jishukytikd da/ atsuikara/

shusseki tarinai/ mirai no jibun)

English translation: I skip school because it is hot.
Attendance is not enough, oh my poor future!

These are just two examples of the many tanka compositions
that the students wrote and shared. In the first example, an
international student used simple colloquial Japanese words to
express his feelings about the summer heat at his home
university. The other students laughed at the unexpected
unpleasantness of riding in a gondola in Venice. The second
example shows a student's concern about failing his class
because of negligence and uncertainty about the near future.
Despite cultural barriers, sharing feelings creates an

atmosphere of hilarity and understanding.
5. Possibilities of tanka café for the future

During the SLA Japanese language team meeting held in July,
the first one after holding the tanka cafe, the students and
instructors discussed the results and future potential of these
events in fostering Japanese language support and
international exchange. As shown in Section 4, the fanka café

successfully promoted cultural exchange and encouraged
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lively communication among the participants. By sharing
tanka poems based on personal experiences, participants were
able to express themselves more deeply, making this kind of
activity even more engaging than the usual free talk or card
games. Although it was the first time that both international
and national students had been invited to join a nihongo cafe,
this was meaningful as it was the first attempt.

Moreover, from the SLA’s perspective, even the process
of conducting mini research, elaborating the founded
information, and then making a presentation in front of other
students provided an important opportunity to further enrich
their learning experience and confidence, which are essential
in accomplishing the formation of SLAs.

Looking ahead, the SLA Japanese language team believes
that adjusting the tanka poem themes will enable the
continued success of this event. Recruiting more native
Japanese speakers is also particularly important, as it creates
valuable opportunities for establishing friendships between
them and intemational students. For these reasons, the SLA
Japanese language team intended to continue hosting cafés
that welcome both national and international students.
Together with the instructor, they explored the possibility of
organizing an analogous event inside Tohoku Library during
the winter semester to gather more participants.

The potential of this activity was confirmed through the
observation records of the SLAs students. It would be
appropriate to verify the effectiveness of this type of practice
through user feedback such as participant questionnaires. This
opens a path for further in-depth analyses of tanka practices.

6. Concluding remarks: Poetry as a tool for
language leaming and cultural exchange

Discussing and composing poetry offers students a unique
opportunity for personalization, as they can draw inspiration
from their own lives and experiences. This creative process
not only facilitates deeper language learning but also enhances
emotional expression and intercultural understanding.
Although poetry may seem complex and intimidating, even
for native speakers, engaging with creative texts in an

inclusive environment encourages participation from students



from diverse backgrounds. By inviting people with no prior
connections to share their thoughts and feelings, the activity
fostered openness and community. Moreover, reflecting on
and composing poetry is inherently enjoyable and increases

students’ motivation and engagement.
Notes
1) All the underlined parts were made by the authors.
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What do you think will happen if too
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many people get their hands on Al? ikl
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Describe one situation in your daily

&
life in which Al could help you. Lkl

Discuss one advantage and

disadvantage of Al to human life. sk >
— m
o Do you think Al is a good thing or
P ) ¢ 0
>
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Mimi:  Hi, Letschat!
Al'to human life.
257 Oneadvantage would be to delegate routine paper works

Discuss one advantage and disadvantage of

now done by human to Al to automate. The disadvantage would be
to take away jobs from those emiployed to do the works which can
now bereplaced by AL

Mimi:  Good points. How could society help workers who lose jobs

to Al while still using automation?

4:# . Itisavery good point. The society can provide a safety net

to people who lost their job to Al by giving them to acquire new skills

and education.
Mimi:  Nice — reskilling and education are key. Which specific
skills or fields do you think are most useful for those displaced by AI?
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HE

I think something more to do with physical works like
pluming or gardening, agriculture.

Mimi:  Great choices— hands-on trades and agriculture are harder
to automate. How might education programmes be designed to teach
these practical skills effectively to adults?

% . Itisadifficult question to answer indeed. Something like a
community college in the US might be very effective in offering
practical skills in terms of accessibility and availability. Though, in
Japan, there is nothing like community college.

Mimi:  True, community colleges work well in the US. In Japan,
what local institutions or programmes could be adapted to provide
similar practical training?

453 . Itmaynotberealistic yet. But one idea would be to
transform driving schools to offer practical training because driving

schools are very accessible nationwide.

Mimi:  Interesting idea— driving schools already have
infiastructure and local reach. What practical challenges do you
foresee in converting driving schools into broader vocational training
centers?

ZOEEHIT HFHME,  [Youdlearly stated one
advantage (automation of routine paperwork) and one disadvantage
(job displacement) which meets the task. You communicate ideas
concisely and logically; to improve, add one concrete example ora
briefexplanation of impact for each point. Good job expanding the
discussion into solutions like reskilling and local training ideas. | "C
botz. ZIUTMAT, FEEDIE THES> TV E
FrbfEfiiL T<nd (M8EH) .

LFEDLIR— k X
HEZEWEL

SHoMETS

One advantage would be to delegate routine paper works now done by human to Al to
automate.
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